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Iran’s Agents Reportedly Operate in Turkey
900402084 London AL-MAJALLAH '
in Ara_bic 12 Dec 89 pp 16-21

[Article. by Ilyas Harfush: “Cover Story: Iranians in
Turkey: Of 100,000 Refugees, Some of Whom Were
Fleeing the War, 15,000 Work for Iranian Regime; Total
Volume of Trade Between Ankara and Tehran Is 3
Billion Dollars; Turkey’s Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Tells AL-MAJALLAH, ‘We Are Asking Iranians
Not To Interfere in Our Internal Affairs’; Iran’s Consul
in Trabzon Organizes Secret Cells”]

[Text] Almost half a million Iranians can be found living
in Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir, and cities in the eastern areas
of Turkey as well as villages near Turkey’s borders with
Iran. Some of those Iranians came to Turkey to flee the
war in Iran. For them, Iran’s borders with Turkey were
the easiest borders they could cross to find safety and a
certain measure of freedom. Some Iranians used Turkey
as a stepping stone to European countries and to
America: while in Turkey, they either utilized their own
resources to go where they wanted to go, or they relied on
the United Nations Organization. Sources in the Turkish
press say that a third group of Iranians came to Turkey
on a mission for the Iranian regime. This group of
Iranians residing in Turkey is the one which worries the
Turks most because it represents a constant source of
tension on security and political matters between the two
neighboring states. '

How do Iranians live in Turkey? Why do they come to
Turkey? How do they try to leave Turkey so they can
establish permanent residence in western countries
which are willing to accept them? Given the political and
social contradictions between the two regimes and two
societies, how do the conditions of Iranians in Turkey
affect Iranian-Turkish relations, which are extremely
delicate and sensitive? The following report, which was
prepared in Istanbul and Ankara, attempts to answer
these questions.

There are many similarities between the Laleli section of
Istanbul and the cities of Tabriz, Isfahan, and Shiraz,
and there are similarities between the Tehran Bazaar and
this section of Istanbul, which is located in the middle of
a low-income area in the old part of the city, not far from
the city’s tourist landmarks, such as the Sultan Ahmad
Mosque and the palace of the Ottoman sultans, which is
known as Topkapi Palace. Anyone who is asked about
that section of the city knows that whoever is inquiring
about it is inquiring about the Iranian community which
has settled in Istanbul. This Iranian community owns
most of the stores, warehouses, and private businesses in
the Laleli section of Istanbul, an area which has become
quite similar to areas and neighborhoods in European
cities where Arab and Islamic communities have settled.
These areas reflect many of the characteristics of these
communities’ lives and many of their social customs as
well. And yet, the matter is different for Iranians in
Istanbul because their customs and traditions are quite
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similar to those of Turkish society. It would be very
difficult to make a distinction between businesses oper-
ated by Iranians and businesses ownied by Turks, if it
were not for the fact that Iranians use the Persian
alphabet [as published] to identify themselves. Iranians
can also be seen wearing distinctively Iranian clothing on
the streets of that city section where they occupy homes
and apartments alongside Turkish residents and mem-
bers of other communities who came to Istanbul. One of
these communities is an Islamic community from Yugo-
slavia whose members emigrated to this city to live and
work. : :

Iranians are quite wary when they talk about conditions
of their residence and life in Turkey. The fact that most
of them do not speak foreign languages makes commu-
nicating with them even more difficult. In addition, they
become wary when asked any questions about their
political attitudes and their relations with the ruling
regime in Tehran. Turkish press sources say that Ira-
nians choose to reside in this part of Istanbul because
that section of the city has traditionally been a socially
conservative area. All of its residents are middle-class
people. The area has usually served as a place of refuge
for those who come to Istanbul under difficult circum-
stances, whether they be students or workers from neigh-
boring countries.

Iranians residing in Istanbul are employed in retail
stores, travel agencies, and currency exchange centers.
The usual customers for these business establishments
are Iranians who are always traveling between Turkey
and Iran for business reasons. These business establish-
ments also serve Iranians who come to Turkey to use it
as a stepping stone to other countries. Press agencies in
Turkey do not deny the fact that within the Iranian
community in Istanbul there is a group of Iranians who
were sent by Iranian authorities to spread the ideas of the
Iranian regime among Turks. According to these sources
it is estimated that the number of Iranians in that group
is approximately 15,000 persons.

It is difficult to notice signs of Iranians in the streets and
neighborhoods of Turkish cities outside the Laleli sec-
tion of Istanbul. In Ankara, for example, Iranians live in
various city neighborhoods, and they can be found in
professional and vocational occupations. At the same
time large groups of Iranians go to the U.S. Embassy and
to other western embassies every morning, carrying
identification documents and passports—that is, those
who were able to get those documents from the author-
ities in Tehran—in an effort to obtain entry visas to the
United States and to European countries, Australia, and
Canada. Iranians who had sought temporary refuge in
Turkey (entering Turkey illegally sometimes) found their
attempts to find a country where they could go become
frantic and grave when they faced the possibility of
deportation by Turkish authorities. For many Iranians
who are thought to be affiliated with factions of the
Iranian opposition, the consequences of being deported
are well known. Unconfirmed information in Ankara
indicates that efforts to obtain travel documents and
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entry visas to a number of European countries, including
the Scandinavian countries, are accompanied by forg-
eries which are carried out on a broad scale by docu-
ment-forging networks within a number of Middle
Eastern organizations.

The entry of such a large number of Iranians into Turkey
(500,000 is the figure which is being mentioned) goes
back to the early days of the Irag-Iran war when the
borders between Iran and Turkey saw large numbers of
Iranians fleeing Iran and the existing conditions in that
country to go to Turkey. From a security standpoint,
these borders are considered “easy” to cross because the
lines on the border overlap and the area is difficult to
control. Furthermore, political conditions in Iran [as
published] did not allow the authorities to exercise strict
control over the influx of people from Iranian territory.
From the standpoint of overlooking what was happening
on the borders, Iranians coming into Turkey and Turkish
authorities as well benefited from a 1964 law which
allowed Iranians to enter Turkey and stay in the country
for 3 months without obtaining a visa and without
having to obtain residence papers from Turkish police.

At that time the number of Iranian refugees to Turkey
was 1 million persons. Others estimate the number of
Iranian refugees to be 1.5 million, most of whom were
either people who reaped no benefits when the new
regime was established, or people who opposed the new
regime. These refugees were middle-class or poor people
who could not afford to go to the capitals of Europe
where well-to-do Iranian figures and families went. As
time passed and political conditions in Iran changed, a
number of those Iranians started going back to their
country, while others managed to go to other countries.
Thus, in the absence of official figures which can provide
a true picture of Iranian presence in Turkey, the number
of refugees which is being mentioned now declined to
half a million persons.

With such a large number of refugees security problems
were unavoidable. Most of these problems were the
result of developments in the Irag-Iran war. Security
problems were also caused by the role which the Iranian
community in Turkey played. A few individuals in that
community and some Iranian organizations as well col-

laborated with the Kurds who were fighting the Turkish .

army in the southern border areas. As much as Turkey
tried to maintain what officials called “positive neutral-
ity” between Iraq and Iran in an attempt to keep the
specter of war away from the Turkish borders, the
actions taken by large numbers of Iranian and Kurdish
refugees had a negative effect on security, economic, and
sometimes political considerations that pertain to Tur-
key’s relations with a number of its neighbors in the area.

Secrecy and Silence

Information on Iranians in Turkey is surrounded by a -

dense cloud of silence and secrecy. Starting with the
number of Iranians in the country, it is thought that
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there are between 6,000 (according to the Turkish Min-
istry of Interior) and 600,000 (according to the figures
being mentioned in Turkish and foreign press circles)
Iranians in Turkey. Even UNRWA [United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East] sources in Ankara, and UNRWA is the
agency looking after the affairs of a number of Iranian
political refugees in Turkey, become wary when talking
about those refugees. They are on their guard when they
talk about the number of refugees and the circumstances
under which they sought refuge, and they refer those who
inquire into such matters to UNRWA’s headquarters in
Geneva, explaining their action as one that was attribut-
able to the position of Turkish authorities on this matter.
It is a position that stems from Turkey’s “géographical
wariness” with regard to the subject of Iranian refugees.

UNRWA sources state that Iranians in Turkey whose
affairs are being protected by the relief agency are
political refugees. That is, they are people who oppose

" the regime in their country, and UNRWA is trying to

arrange their asylum in other countries. These UNRWA
sources estimate that at the present time the number of
these refugees is 4,000 persons. The United Nations
Organization has filed applications with Canada, Aus-
tralia, and the United States, asking these countries to
grant those Iranian refugees asylum. In an interview with
AL-MAJALLAH a UN official in Geneva stated that the
countries which agreed to accept a number of Iranians
last year were Austria, Denmark, France, the Nether-
lands, West Germany, Italy, Norway, Switzerland, and
Britain. In addition, Australia and Canada have been
accepting a larger number of Iranian refugees. But while
Australia and Canada give refugees residence permits
and the right to work, European countries set different
conditions for their entry and residence in those coun-
tries.

The UN official said that residence in European coun-
tries, in Australia, and in Canada could be provided for
approximately 1,000 Iranians every year. He said that
countries respond differently to this matter, and he also
indicated that, because of their “geographical wariness”
regarding this matter, Turkish authorities refuse to rec-
ognize the fact that they have Iranian refugees in Turkey.
The UN official mentioned that Turkey was one of the
signatories to the 1951 treaty to protect refugees and
rectify their conditions. He affirmed that all Iranians
living in Turkey who were being assisted by UNRWA
were either people who belonged to groups which
opposed the Iranian regime, or they were people who had
been personally persecuted by that regime. Conse-
quently, they cannot return to their country. UNRWA
offers financial assistance to those refugees who need it,
and this assistance varies depending on the conditions of
each refugee. The UN official spoke about the measures
which are being taken to register those Iranians, and he
said that Turkish authorities require them to return to
border points where they are registered by UNRWA
before asylum and residence applications can be filed
with the concerned western governments. Thus,
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UNRWA'’s mission in looking after those refugees con-
sists of caring for them, paying their expenses within
available resources, and talking with the countries which
are willing to take them in so that visas can be provided
for them.

Conditions of Iranians in Turkey have a direct effect on
Turkish-Iranian relations. Given the political crisis
between the two countries, which exploded on the scene
last April, these relations are generally teetering between
being broken and being restored. As a result of that
political crisis Iran’s ambassador in Ankara returned to
Tehran. Ambassador Mutaqqi, a man who is well-known
for having good relations with Ali Mohtashemi, the
former minister of interior, returned to his country, and
the Turkish ambassador in Tehran was called to Turkey
for consultations. Whereas the Turkish ambassador
returned to his post after Khomeyni’s death, Iran’s
ambassador did not return to Ankara. Observers view
this incident as merely another significant milestone in
the story of relations between Turkey and Iran. Some-
times these relations would be tense, and other times
they would improve temporarily, but in all cases Turkey
has always tried to do what it can to maintain good
relations with its neighbor to the east. Given the stormy
crises in the region and the existing alienation between
Iran and its Arab neighbors, Turkey’s reasons for main-
taining good relations with its neighbor are economic,
trade-related, and political. Turkish officials discuss
these reasons, justifying them by saying that they wish to
play the role of a good mediator and helpful neighbor
between Iran and neighboring Arab countries, especially
Irag. In this regard they refer repeatedly to the role
Turkey played during the Gulf war. They talk about how
Ankara became the only link between Iraq and Iran since
it was the Turkish Embassy in Baghdad and the Turkish
Embassy in Tehran that looked after the interests of each
of the two countries in the other country. Ankara Airport
also became the location where Iragi and Iranian pris-
oners were exchanged under the protection of interna-
tional organizations.

A New Stage

Despite continuing tension in relations between Iran and
Turkey due to security, political, and ideological reasons
which are related to the nature of the two regimes,
Turkish officials, from the new president, Turgut Ozal,
to the ministers and other officials, have been trying to
convey the impression that they are hoping for good
things in the new stage under President Hashemi Raf-
sanjani. They indicate that Turkey and Iran, with two
new presidents, are moving into a new stage on the
domestic front and that this change will inevitably have
a salutary effect on relations between the two countries.

In this regard Mr Tugay Ozceri, Turkey’s deputy min-
ister of foreign affairs, spoke with AL-MAJALLAH
about relations with Iran. He reviewed his government’s
position on the question of the Iranian ambassador’s
return to Iran, and he discussed commentaries on that
matter which were made at the time in Turkish and
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" foreign newspapers about the Iranian ambassador’s

interference in Turkey’s internal affairs, especially in the
local elections which were held last spring. (While AL-
MAJALLAH’s correspondent was in Ankara, Minister
Mesut Yilmaz was in Kuwait heading his country’s
delegation in talks with Bulgaria regarding the question
of the Muslim minority in that country.) Ozceri said,
“With regard to Ambassador Mutaqqi of Iran, what
happened was that he was called by the Iranian govern-
ment to assume other responsibilities in his country.
Mutaqgi’s return to Iran was a decision made by the
Iranians. At the present time we are waiting for a new
Iranian ambassador, who could come to Ankara soon,
especially now that Ozal, the new president, has taken
office. It is assumed that Iran’s ambassador will present
his credentials to the new president.”

AL-MAJALLAH asked the deputy minister of foreign
affairs, “How do you explain the fact that the Iranian
ambassador’s transfer to Tehran coincided with the
elections campaign in Turkey and with the recall of your
ambassador in Iran for consultations?” The deputy min-
ister replied, “I do not wish to add anything more to
what I have already stated. That decision was made by
Iranian authorities. Ambassador Mutaqqi served in
Ankara for 4 years, a normal term for any ambassador.
He was promoted twice since his transfer to Tehran. This
means that the government of his country is satisfied
with his actions.”

Ozceri spoke about his view of relations with Iran under
Rafsanjani. He said, “We respect the decision made by
the Iranian people, and we respect their choice of Pres-
ident Rafsanjani. We welcome what Rafsanjani said
about relations between Iran and Turkey at the press
conference he held after he was elected. Rafsanjani, who
mentioned there were broad areas in which those rela-
tions may be developed, will find in Turkey a willing
partner, ready to participate in this regard. Turkey did
maintain its position of positive neutrality between the
two countries during and after the Iran-Iraq war. Now,
after the war, it continues to maintain that position.
Turkey encouraged Iraq and Iran to end the war. We are
pursuing the same policy now so we can move beyond
the existing state of no war and no peace. The more
effort the two countries make to achieve a complete
peace, the better things will be for both of them and for
all the countries of the region, including Turkey.”

The Turkish official went on to say, “Geography,
common interests, and history require that Turkey and
Iran live together in peace. This is the policy of the
Turkish Government. When we speak of relations
between any two countries, especially if they are neigh-
bors, the discussion must touch upon common interests
and the respect which each country must have for the
other’s sovereignty. The discussion must also cover
non-intervention in the domestic affairs of the other
country. All these self-evident facts must be applied to
relations between Turkey and Iran. We are putting
strong emphasis on the need to have total respect for the
principle of non-intervention in our internal affairs. I do
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not wish to concentrate here on any negative aspects of
our relations with Iran, but I do want to makeé it clear
that Iranian authorities know the things we are sensitive
about. They also know about those areas in which we
demonstrate our respect for their sovereignty. The only
thing we want from them is that they deal with our
internal conditions the same way we deal with theirs.
That is, we want them not to interfere in our internal
conditions, and we want them to respect that principle
completely.” ‘

Hidden Signals

The Turkish deputy minister of foreign affairs was
making implicit and diplomatic allusions in his talk to
several incidents which had occurred in a number of
Turkish cities in recent months. Recurrent attacks
against Arab and foreign diplomats in Turkey were
among such incidents, some of which involved the
assassination of some of these diplomats. Furthermore,
members of the Iranian community who are thought to
be affiliated with the opposition are targets of kidnap-
ping and murder attempts. In addition, a few of the
Iranian regime’s representatives are engaged in activities
in Turkey, and that annoyed Turkish authorities in many
campaigns and led them to call for the deportation of
these Iranian representatives from Turkish territory.
That was what happened with Sabri Hamdani, the
Friday prayer leader in the Iranians’ mosque in Istanbul.
Mr Hamdani was arrested by Turkish authorities for
attacking an Arab state in one of his speeches. Hamdani
used to be the representative in Istanbul of *Ali Khame-
ne’i, the Iranian spiritual guide. Iranian sources in
Turkey believe that he is affiliated with the State Secu-
rity Ministry and with Iranian intelligence. They believe
he runs intelligence networks which operate among
members of the Iranian community in Turkey. Turkish
authorities had previously asked Mojtaba Shafe’i, Iran’s
consul in Trabzon on the Black Sea, to leave the country
after he was accused of involvement in organizing cells
for Turks, Arabs, and Armenians. Turkish authorities
stated that the function of these cells constituted a threat
to internal Turkish security. '

Western diplomatic sources in Ankara talk about the
activities of groups which have ties to Iran, and they say
that approximately 15,000 persons who serve as
“agents” for the Iranian regime live in Turkey. Their
mission is to carry out instructions they receive from
Tehran. In addition, they are expected to monitor the
activities and the comings and goings of approximately
600,000 Iranian refugees in Turkey. These sources say
that Istanbul police are always arresting Iranian “agents”
and confiscating magazines, leaflets, and cassette tapes,
but that Turkish authorities have those Iranians quickly
released so as not to create hard feelings in Turkey’s
relations with Iran.

Official information in this regard indicates that Turkey
and Iran signed an agreement to improve controls on
their borders and to exchange convicted criminals. That
agreement, which was signed last July in the Iranian
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town of Urumiyeh, follows another agreement to revive
the treaty on border security which was signed 52 years
ago to help curb drug smuggling operations and illegal
border crossings.

Statements made by various Turkish officials reflect the
concern these officials have for relations with Iran
because of what they describe as “the golden opportu-
nity” which is now available for post-war reconstruction
and construction. Starting with President Ozal and other
officials, emphasis is being placed on the positive aspects
of trade relations between the two countries. Mehmet
Kececiler, secretary general of the Motherland Party (the
ruling party) says that trade figures with Iran rose from
$500 million in 1986 to $2 billion in 1987, and it is
hoped that the trade figure for this year will rise to $3
billion. This increase in trade with Iran coincides with a
noticeable decline in economic and trade activities with

.Arabs, compared to what those activities were in 1983

when Ozal became president. That was a period of time
during which economic and trade relations between
Turkey and various Arab countries really flourished.
Now, however, a large number of Arab companies and
institutions doing business in Turkey find something to
complain about. They complain about the quality of
Turkish goods, about the way Turks do business, or
about the preference given to American and European
firms at the expense of firms from Middle Eastern

countries.

Dutch Official Discusses Imports, Exports With
Gulf -

900L0129F London AL-MAJALLAH
in Arabic 21 Nov 89 pp 52-54

[Interview with unnamed head of the Middle East and
Africa Division of the Dutch Ministry of Economic
Affairs in The Hague by Matar al-Ahmadi; first two
paragraphs are AL-MAJALLAH introduction; date not
given]

[Text] Dutch exports to Arab markets were valued at
more than $2,260 million in 1988, of which about
one-third went to markets of Gulf Cooperation Council
[GCC] states, and about one-fourth was received by
Saudi markets. Holland accounted for about 60 percent
of all GCC imports.

The head of the Middle East and Africa Division of the
Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs was interviewed by
AL-MAJALLAH at his office in The Hague where he
discussed trade relations between Holland and the Arab
World.

[AL-MAJALLAH] The value of your exports to the Arab
world exceeded $2 billion in 1988. Is the Arab market
still attractive to the Dutch?

[Dutch Official] The balance of trade remains in favor of
the Arab world thanks to our oil imports from Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf countries. It is true that the
balance of bilateral trade with certain Arab countries is
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in favor of Holland. The balance of trade is in favor of
the Arabs, however, if [trade with] the region is consid-
ered as a whole. The value of Dutch exports to GCC
states in 1987 was half that of their exports to Holland.
Arab markets are important to us and we are keen to
bring Dutch products to them and especially to Saudi
Arabia, which is our main market in the Arab nation. We
shall endeavor to develop Dutch products in order to
‘keep them competitive. - :

[AL-MAJALLAH] But the new economic condition has
impacted all Arab markets?

[Dutch Official] This is true and we are aware of the
change, but [those markets] are still attractive to us, and
important also. ‘ ‘

[AL-MAJALLAH] Did Holland benefit from the then
so-called economic renaissance? )

[Dutch Official} Certain Dutch contractors and con-
structors benefitted from that renaissance and helped
with a number of major projects in the region.

[AL—MAJALLAH] What is your most important export
to the Arab world, and your most important import?

[Dutch Official] Holland exports various food products
to Arab markets, especially milk, dairy products, and
cheeses. Food accounts for 25 percent of all our exports
to the Arab world, which also include construction
materials, chemicals, and farm equipment. Our agricul-
tural products, be they equipment or foodstuffs, enjoy a
good reputation in Arab markets and are very competi-
tive with similar products. Qil is our most important
Arab import.

{AL-MAJALLAH] How has the volume of Dutch eco-
nomic exports to the Arab world been impacted?

[Dutch Official] It declined sharply in the past two years
(1987-1988) from its volume at the beginning of the
decade. Talking of Dutch exports to GCC countries, we
find that they peaked at 3,816.3 million Dutch guilders
(about $1,761 million) in 1982, but declined by more
than half to 1,877 million guilders (about $873 million)
in 1987. There was no difference between 1987 and 1988
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despite a decline of more than a $1 million, but it was
not.as sharp a decline as in previous years. .

{AL-MAJALLAH] There are Saudi and Gulf petrochem-
icals other than oil. It is claimed that they do not enjoy
the same treatment accorded Dutch products in Saudi
markets, those by Shell for instance. Why?

[Dutch Official] Policies in that regard are set by the
European common market to which we belong. We are
subject to European market standards which determine
import and export taxes on foreign goods and products.
Imports are subject to higher taxes if they rise above a
certain import ceiling. This issue, as you know, is still
being negotiated by the GCC and European market.

[AL-MAJALLAH] You mentioned that Dutch agricul-
ture was a role model for Saudi Arabia and Arab coun-
tries. Is it still so? '

[Dutch Official] It is true that Dutch agriculture used to
be a model to be emulated in Saudi Arabia and other
countries, but things have changed. Saudi Arabia now
has the farms and cows to support the large output of
many domestic dairy firms. Cows were originally
imported from Holland but Saudi businessmen have

“turned to America and Europe in search of better breeds.

I know that the largest dairy farm in the world is located
in the Saudi capital (Al-Safi Company).

[AL-MAJALLAH] How about Dutch investment in
Arab markets? Do you have joint projects with Arab
partners? : :

[Dutch Official] I would like to talk about investment in
a country like Saudi Arabia with which we have at least
66 joint projects with ownership ratios between 49 and
51 percent. Even though the Saudi government supports
joint projects and welcomes foreign capital, Dutch busi-
nessmen are jarred by the fact that certain Saudi busi-
nessmen, for instance, do not invest their funds at home,
but go after quick profits by investing in hotels and real
estate in Europe and America, then sell them at the
appropriate time and so on. Saudi businessmen should
be farsighted and put their funds to work in long-term
investments at home. By long-term I mean 7 years or
longer. o '

Dutch Exports to the Arab World Compared With Exports of Japan, Europe, and the U.S. (in $thousands)

Importing Country ) . } Exporting Country * -
Holtand Britian U.S. Japan . .France - Italy West Germany

Saudi Arabia 470,167 2,198,107 3,227,247 2,761,645 1,193,477 1,467,729 1,538,559
Egypt 326,283 542,405 1,648,149 561,887 931,158 824,173 1,859,887
Algeria 323,820 189,186 444 825 235,824 2,29,820 963,002 823,556
Iraq ' 119,709 648,182 526,575 1,210,187 " 491,310 367,208 650,254
Kuwait 121,723 435,480 628,175 1,219,603 . 292,466 339,306 466,111
UAE 178,243 50,066 485,222 1,032,526 36,380 373,312 487,623
Libya 160,503 380,971 43,453 195,289 225,567 946,786 512,381
Morocco 100,545 122,364 395,135 ©56.03 1,055,287 198,941 302,214
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Dutch Exports to the Arab World Compared With Exports of Japan, Europe, and the U.S. (in $thousands) (Continued)

Importing Country Exporting Country
Holland Britian uU.sS. Japan France Italy West Germany

Tunisia 86,196 57,927 146,843 23,685 796,498 327,215 368,834
Oman 93,725 581,292 154,866 288,037 89,641 71,762 168,110
Jordan 70,514 188,501 260,475 183,040 95,872 213,548 183,203
Lebanon 57,642 81,119 99,946 70,937 220,051 277,489 143,664
Syria 58,329 80,691 59,080 91,346 216,908 235,138 211,065
Bahrain 37,005 187,184 88,208 120,580 33,980 56,999 130,288
Yemen Arab Republic 83,844 80,259 82,899 123,358 64,412 76,995 68,390
Qatar 27,364 161,085 59,520 147,538 77,848 54,352 86,619
Yemen PDR 23,104 34,833 17,033 19,957 19,382 13,208 17,955

Development of Dutch Exports to GCC States

Year Exports Exports

(millions of guilders) (Million $)
1982 3,816.4 1,766.85
1983 3,630.5 1,688.6
1984 3,679.9 1,711.6
1985 3,093.6 1,438.9
1986 2,671.8 1,242.7
1987 1,877.1 873.07
1988 1,803.5 838.8

Article Views Israeli-South African Nuclear
Cooperation

900401034 Cairo AKHIR SA’AH
in Arabic 1 Nov 89 pp 3-6

[Article by Muhammad Wajdi Qandil: “Israel, Nuclear
Missiles, and the Secret of the Deal With South Africa;
What Lies Behind Pentagon and U.S. Intelligence
Reports? Secrets of the Nuclear Arsenal in Israel and
South Africa”]

[Excerpts] [passage omitted] The real cause for the fears and
misgivings which erupted when the secret deal between
Isracl and South Africa came out in the open is the fact that
this matter has to do with Israel’s and Pretoria’s nuclear
arsenals, both of which represent unlimited dangers for
Arabs and for Africa. [passage omitted]

Israeli technicians, approximately 75 engineers, have
also been working for years at the Overberg testing area
near Pretoria. There is an assembly plant in that area
which was built in accordance with the Israeli model so
that Israel and South Africa can use it to manufacture
long range missiles which can carry nuclear warheads.
[passage omitted)

This does not mean that Arab countries should rush into
a heated race, whose consequences would be unreliable,
to acquire a deterrent nuclear capability to counter the
Israeli threat. Nor does it mean that Arab countries
should waste their capabilities and resources and set off

another drain on their resources to enter into a race with
Israel and South Africa for total destruction. Govern-
ments which can afford a nuclear capability should not
rush into deals to purchase missiles and nuclear war-

. heads. [passage omitted]

As I indicated earlier in my warning, it is essential and
necessary that we pay close attention to what is hap-
pening so that we can mobilize an international position
that would apply pressure on Israel and South Africa to
rid the area and the continent of nuclear weapons. This
must be done so that the threat of assured destruction
can be moved out of the continent.

Egypt refuses to become involved in the nuclear arms
race because it would unleash unforeseen suffering into
the area and would lead to destruction and death even as
the area strives to get rid of destructive nuclear weapons
and missiles.

There is no doubt that the mere fact that Israel, with
South Africa’s assistance, has nuclear weapons in its
possession implies a standing threat to Arab national
security. Such a threat would be a factor when Israeli
decisions are being made, and no one can control the
circumstances and the factors that would have an effect
on those decisions. Who can guarantee that in using a
nuclear deterrent, power will not be foolish and arro-
gant? [passage omitted]

Although the United States had asked Israel to sign the
nuclear nonproliferation treaty after receiving informa-
tion about the secret cooperation between Israel and
South Africa, the U.S. administration did not follow up
regularly on this matter. Consequently, Israel turned a
deaf ear to American protests, and it refused to sign the
treaty. Israel refused to allow inspection of the Dimona
reactor even though it knows where the United States
stands on this matter. Israel knows that the United States
opposes the transfer of technology and the production of
nuclear weapons.

This means that Washington has known about this
matter for years. It means that the United States and
Israel have had their differences on this matter.
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Why then was this question brought out in the open at this
time? Why were details about the nuclear cooperation
between Israel and South Africa leaked by U.S. intelligence
and the Pentagon? Why has the fallout from the American
report been so widespread? [passage omitted]

Washington undoubtedly has known a great deal about
Israel’s nuclear activity and about its cooperation with
South Africa since the days of the Reagan administra-
tion. And yet, Washington has been silent since last
January when news about the secret cooperation
between Israel and South Africa was confirmed.

It seems there are strong factors behind the fact that this
issue was unexpectedly brought out in the open.

1. It seems that President Bush’s administration is
starting to lose patience with Israel’s intransigence—the
intransigence of Yitzhak Shamir—and with Israel’s
rejection of Baker’s 5-Point Plan. Accordingly, the Bush
administration finds itself hard pressed with regard to
the Middle East problem and peace efforts in the region.
That is why it is using another approach to embarrass
Israel and put it in a dilemma by bringing the question of
Israel’s nuclear cooperation with South Africa out in the
open. This is especially critical for Israel because its
cooperation with South Africa conflicts with the strategic
cooperation agreement it has with the United States, and
that makes Israel vulnerable to a suspension of the
military assistance it receives from the United States.
[passage omitted]

2. It seems that Israel’s nuclear activity, especially in
the military field, has gone beyond legitimate bounds.
Given what is being said about Israel becoming the sixth
nuclear power in the world, Israel’s nuclear activity is a
threat to security and stability in the region.

Because this situation opens the door to a nuclear arms
race in a volatile region that is likely to explode, the
United States wants to curb possibilities for competition
between the Arab countries and Israel for the acquisition
of advanced missile technology.

There is information that what Israel is trying to get from
its cooperation deal with South Africa is the capability to
build ICBM’s which can carry hydrogen bombs, not just
limited nuclear warheads. This means that while the two
superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union, have
agreed to limit their nuclear weapons and while each has
destroyed some of its nuclear missiles, a third power that is
beyond control and authority and has the capability of
destroying the world has entered into the picture.

3. According to CIA [Central Intelligence Agency] infor-
mation, it seems that Israel leaked U.S. technological
secrets about manufacturing long range missiles to South
Africa, and that puts U.S. national security in jeopardy.

Attempts have been made by Israeli agents to penetrate
the Pentagon and commit espionage to obtain tech-

nology. There is, for example, the case of the spy Pollard,
and there are other cases as well. There are misgivings in
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Washington about the extent to which the U.S. nuclear
arsenal has been compromised and the extent to which
American security has been penetrated by Israel’s agents.

4. Given Israel’s and South Africa’s joint 1979 exper-
iment to detonate a nuclear device in the Indian Ocean,
it seems that military cooperation between the two
countries, especially in the area of missiles carrying
nuclear warheads, has reached a dangerous level.
Recently, an experiment involving a long range missile
was conducted on an island in the Indian Ocean. [pas-
sage omitted]

5. It seems that the United States under the Bush
administration is revising its policy on the proliferation
of nuclear weapons. It seems this policy is being revised
after the question of nuclear cooperation between Israel
and South Africa came out in the open and after it
became known that Israel and South Africa had agreed
on a deal to produce long range nuclear missiles and a
fighter airplane that relies on U.S. technology available
to Israel. In return Israel would receive high grade
enriched uranium from South Africa. That could lead
the United States to reconsider its deal to sell Israel a
super computer which is used in manufacturing missiles.
Israel wants to purchase that computer under the terms
of its strategic cooperation agreement with the United
States. [passage omitted]

That is why we must pay close attention to what is
happening behind the wall of silence in the Negev desert
nearby and in the Kalahari desert far away. We must
pause to warn against the nuclear threat that lies within
Israel and South Africa, two similar countries that are
bound together by the threat they pose and by the fact
that both are beyond international authority and control.

As far as Israel is concerned, the question is no longer
whether or not Israel has the capability to manufacture a
nuclear weapon or whether it has actually manufactured
such a weapon! The information which has been con-
firmed goes beyond such uncertainty and speculation.
The question now is this: Does Israel admit having such
a weapon, or is it maintaining its ambiguous position so
it would not be subject to the nuclear weapons treaty and
to international inspection?

Reliable reports indicate that in 1986 Israel continued to
build an arsenal of nuclear bombs, which could be
delivered by airplanes. These reports, which indicate
that Israel has been manufacturing nuclear bombs at the
rate of one or two a year, show that Israel’s nuclear
arsenal at the Dimona reactor, which is located 80 feet
below the surface of the earth, contains between 20 and
25 bombs of the same size as the Nagasaki bomb.
[passage omitted]

That is why Yitzhaq Rabin, Israel’s defense minister,
commented on the controversy by saying, “We will not
discuss our missiles program under any circumstances.”
At the same time Shamir was careful to deny the report
by the American television network.
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There is information, however, that General Ragiv,
senior aide to Rabin, is in South Africa supervising the
nuclear weapons project from the Israeli Embassy in
Pretoria. [passage omitted] ‘

What can this sequence of reliable information about the
new nuclear alliance between Israel and South Africa tell us?

Briefly, this information tells us that Israel relies now on
South Africa to supply it with the enriched uranium it
needs to manufacture nuclear warheads. The informa-
tion tells us that since Israel itself lacks the territorial
depth and the space that would be large enough and
necessary for conducting tests on long range missiles, it
has found a remote, inconspicuous spot in the southern
part of the continent where it can conduct those tests.
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Can there be anything more dangerous to Arab and
African countries and their security than such a nuclear
alliance that extends from Israel in the north to South
Africa? Can there be anything more threatening to Arab
national security than the presence of a deterrent nuclear
weapon in the hands of a power which operates beyond
international authority and supervision?

This may be the reason why we must pay close attention
and remain vigilant to what is going on under the surface
of the earth and behind the conspiracy of silence in the
Negev desert and in the Kalahari desert. Had it not been
for the United States, Israel’s strategic ally, the terrifying
secret would not have been exposed and the fallout from
it would not have become so widespread.
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Leadership of Pannational Movement

46050006C Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 14 Nov 89 p 1

[Text] The member§ of the Executive Council of the
Armenian Pannational Movement are:
1. Levon Ter Petrosyan [Karabakh Committee]
. Babken Araktsyan [Karabakh Comfnitteev]
. Vazgen Manukyan [Kai‘abakh Committee]
. Ampartsum Galstyan [Karabakh Comnmittee]
. Aleksan Akobyan [Karabakh Committee]
. Samson Khazaryan [Karabakh Committee]
. Rafael Khazaryan [Karabakh Committee]
. Davit Vardanyan [Karabakh Committee]

O 0 N N W A W

. Vano Siradekhyan [Karabakh Committee]
10. Ashot Manucharyan [Karabakh Committee]
11. Samuel Gevorgyan [Karabakh Committee]

12. Yerjanik Abgaryan (researcher at the Oriental
Studies Institute of the [Armenian] Academy of Sci-
ences)

13. Albert Bakhdasaryan (researcher at the Institute of
Mathematical Machines)

14. Arshak Sadoyan (lecturer at the State University of
Yerevan)

15. Avedik Iskhanyan (geologist)
16. Vitya Ayvazyan (State University of Yerevan)

17. Smbat Akobyan (student at Art and Theatre Insti-
tute)

18. Khachik Stamboltsyan (Compassion Organiza-
tion)

19. Grachik Simonyan (historian; corresponding
member of the [Armenian] Academy of Sciences)

20. Kamo Vardanyan (editor-in-chief of
YEREGOYAN YEREVAN) '

21. Yuri Movsisyan (economist)

22. Grant Bagratyan (economist)

23. Ktrich Sardaryan (deputy editor of AVANGART)
24. Aydin Morikyan (historian)

25. Rafael Ishkhanyan (professor at State University
of Yerevan)

26. Genrik Hovhannisyan (professor at the Institute of
Art of the [Armenian] Academy of Sciences)
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27. Robert Kocharyan (president of the National
Front of Karabakh)

28. Vazgen Sargsyan (writer; member of the staff of
GARUN)

.29. Rafael Papayan (lecturer in linguistics)

30. Ashot Bleyan (director of the Mkhitar Sebastatsi
school) .

31. Shahen Petrosyan (mémber of the staff of the
Institute of Mathematical Machines)

32. Aram Mayilyan (member of the staff of the Insti-
tute of Mathematical Machines)

33. Aram Hovhannisyan (commentator on radio and
television)

34. Levon Ananikyan (commentator on radio and
television)

35. Der Husik (from the Ashtarak rayon)

36. Vardan Durnazyan (economist)

Draft Program of Pannational Movement Detailed
46050006B Paris HARATCH in Armenian 8 Nov 89 p 1

[Text] The draft program submitted to the Founding
Congress of the Armenian Pannational Movement
[APM] held on November 4 to 6 stresses that “the
objective of the Movement is to contribute to the polit-
ical, economic and spiritual strengthening of the nation
on which depénds the solution of important national
problems.” The draft program underscores the need for
self-reliance stating that otherwise our nation’s aspira-
tions are harmed, as our historical experience has dem-
onstrated on numerous occasions. The introduction sec-
tion of the draft program also notes the growth of unity
among Armenians in the last 1 and ¥: years, the rise of
moral solidarity for battle and the achievement of moral
independence.

Article 1 of the “ideological principles” section of the
draft program says: “The Armenian people can best
utilize its talents and abilities, resolve its mounting
national problems and contribute to the development of
international civilization by reestablishing its indepen-
dent state.”

The draft program underscores the importance of
freedom of speech, press and conscience, a multiparty
system and the Armenian language and faith in safe-
guarding democracy and national survival. The draft
program also emphasizes the need for moral and mate-
rial fortitude for political success and says that this can
only be achieved by joining together national forces.

These principal guidelines are followed by the near-term
goals of the Movement. The return of Artsakh remains
naturally on the forefront and is followed by the need for
a new contract between Armenia and the Soviet Union.
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According the APM draft program, the said contract
must incorporate the autonomy [inknuruynutyun] of
government authorities in Armenia, the full recognition
of Armenia’s right to decide whether to be part of the
Soviet Union or not, full autonomy in economic policy
and relations with the outside world, the right to draft a
new constitution which will echo the true interests of the
Armenian people, the strict implementation of the
present constitutional clause with regard to the official
language of the Republic, the reconstruction of the
quake-devastated areas, the improvement of Armenia’s
ecology and efforts for the recognition of the Armenian
genocide by the UN.

The second section of the APM draft program consists of
the bylaws of the Movement which we will report in the
future.

APM Congress Reportage, First Issue of HAYK
Published

First Day of Congress

460500064 Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 7 Nov 89 pp 1, 4

[Eyewitness report by editor-in-chief Arpik Misakian
from the Founding Congress of the Armenian Panna-
tional Movement in Yerevan on 4 November]

[Excerpts] [passage omitted] On Friday [3 November],
the first issue of HAYK, the official press organ of the
Armenian Pannational Movement [APM], appeared car-
rying a front-page editorial entitled “The Shore of Our
Salvation.” The officially recognized paper is published
as an eight-page weekly, in an edition size that is the
same as that of HAYRENIKI DZAYN. A notice entitled
“Attention” in the first issue says: “The editorial board
intends to convert gradually to classical spelling. For that
purpose, separate articles will be published with that
spelling in future issues.” The paper adds that the entire
proceeds for the first issue will be donated to the
Armenian benevolent organization named “Compas-
sion.” The first issue was printed in 100,000 copies.

At 9 am on Saturday, delegates and guests began arriving
at the congress hall. The Founding Congress opened at
10 am marking a truly historic moment for Armenia and
the entire Armenian nation. However, this hurried ini-
tial report will probably not be able to convey a full
picture of this first session. [passage omitted]

The first speaker at the Congress was [Karabakh Com-
mittee member] Levon Ter Petrosyan who spoke on
behalf of the Karabakh Committee. As in his speeches in
Paris, Ter Petrosyan spoke about the movement that has
begun in the Soviet Union in the wake of perestroika and
said that Armenia has been on the vanguard of that
movement. He said that because the official bodies of
Armenia did not harmonize their work with restruc-
turing, popular authorities were formed not as an oppo-
sition but as an alternative. [passage omitted)
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The next speaker was Suren Arutyunyan who delivered a
lengthy and interesting speech which we will report in
more detail in the future. Outlining the overall activities
of the government and its decisions, Arutyunyan said
that it is time to shed prejudices and to take a different
posture with regard to the Diaspora. After commending
the Social Democratic Clarion [Hunchak] Party, the
Democratic Liberal [Ramgavar] Party and the Armenian
General Benevolent Union for their work and activities
for Armenia over the past years, Arutyunyan reached out
to the Armenian Revolutionary Federation [ARF]
[Dashnak Party] amid intense applause and said that the
ARF has changed its stance with respect to Soviet
Armenia with its recent activities. [passage omitted]

Rafael Ishkhanyan [professor of linguistics at the State
University of Yerevan] of the Mashtots Association
made a passionate speech largely expressing the ideas
contained in his article that was published in
HARATCH (“The Rule of the Exclusion of the Third
Force”). After a speech by a delegate from Kirovakan,
Armenian Communist Party Secretary G. Galoyan tried
to explain why the television is not carrying the deliber-
ations of the Congress live and stated that the delibera-
tions of the Congress will be aired in full later on.
Commotion erupted when a representative of the televi-
sion organization declared that television employees
have declared a strike because of this decision. The next
speaker, a representative of the Compassion Committee
of Artik, was followed by the prelate of Yerevan, Bishop
Garegin Nersisyan, who spoke on behalf of Catholicos
Vazken 1. Vazken I called for compassion, harmony,
courage and wisdom and gave his blessings emphasizing
the need for unity so that the aspirations of the nation
are not jeopardized. It was also announced that Arkadi
Manucharov [Karabakh Committee member still in
prison] has gone on a hunger strike, and it was decided to
send a telegram to Moscow on behalf of the Congress. A
minor incident—the first of several—occurred when the
president of the organization called “Protoparliament”
[Nakhakhorhrtaran] protested the fact that only he was
invited from among the leaders of the 12 associations
that make up his organization. He said that representa-
tives of those associations are outside waiting to be
admitted into the Congress. A vote was taken and their
entrance was rejected (the said associations are opposed
to the APM). [passage omitted]

Second Day of Congress
460500064 Paris HARATCH in Armenian 8 Nov 89 p 1

[Report by Arpik Misakian from the Founding Congress
of the Armenian Pannational Movement in Yerevan on
5 November]

[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Grant Khachatryan, a rep-
resentative of the Constitutional Association (one of the
12 groups that make up the Protoparliament) criticized
the APM [Armenian Pannational Movement] in his
speech. Feliks Safaryan, the president of the Protopar-
liament and the originator of the previous day’s
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unpleasant episode whose only purpose was to disturb
and to annoy the Congress, expressed regret that the
APM does not wish to be a single unit but a strong
organization. He said that his motto is a “free, indepen-
dent and united Armenia.” [passage omitted]

Speaking on behalf of the Hunchak Party, Diran
Hakimian greeted the people of Armenia and Artsakh
and said that his party has demonstrated the importance
it attaches to the APM by sending a high-level delega-
tion. He said that his party will initiate the creation of a
pan-Armenian movement in the Diaspora which can
unite around a common platform. [Karabakh Com-
mittee member] Vano Siradekhyan explained that it is
obviously impossible to try to put the Karabakh move-
ment into a mold, but that it was difficult for it continue
in its existing state. He said that the Committee was tired
of rallies and that this is not a rally but a congress. He
said: “We want to give form to this movement.” Sirade-
khyan accused some writers of distorting history and
said: “Mr [Lentrush] Khurshutyan [of the Hay Dat
organization] is one of those writers.”

The striking miners of Porkuta had sent a telegram of
greetings.

At 4:00 pm after a brief intermission, Babgen Araktsyan
took over as session chairman, and revisions and correc-
tions to the proposed bylaws were discussed. It was
disclosed that a total of 1,011 delegates were attending
(13 had not come) of whom 998 could vote and that this
session was attended by 907 delegates. These figures
were noted for voting purposes.

There was some argument about one point. The resulting
loss of time and the complaints expressed against the
session chairman prompted Araktsyan to step down and
to pass the session chairmanship over to Ashot Manu-
charyan. A protester from the hall charged that the
Congress was wasting time over trivial issues at a time
when Armenia was at war. The bylaws were eventually
approved with minor revisions. [passage omitted]

The last session of the day began at 6:30 pm and was
chaired by Levon Ter Petrosyan. The agenda of this
session consisted of the election of an Executive Council
by secret balloting. No limits were imposed on the
number of candidates. It was decided that the Council
should have 45 members (the middle point of the range
40 to 50 that the organizers of the Congress had origi-
nally agreed on), and the registration of candidates
began. The 11 members of the Karabakh Committee
plus the 7 individuals who had replaced them during
their imprisonment were elected to the Council automat-
ically. It is obvious that Armenia is experiencing a period
of training in democracy, and the fear that any move can
be viewed as “undemocratic” leads to exaggerations.
One such exaggeration was the failure to limit the
number of candidates that could be nominated. As a
result, a deafening cacophony ensued with every delegate
nominating a different candidate. It became impossible
to form candidate lists, and the session ended without
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any lists. In order to resolve this impasse, it was agreed
that the chairmanship of the Congress prepare a list of
candidates from all the nominations and submit it to the
Monday session of Congress. The only one restriction
that was imposed (and was not strictly enforced) was that
all candidates must be delegates.

Last Day of Congress

460500064 Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 14 Nov89pp 1, 4

[Report by Arpik Misakian from the Founding Congress
of the Armenian Pannational Movement in Yerevan on
6 November]

[Excerpts] In our November 8 edition, we reported the
conclusion of the APM [Armenian Pannational Move-
ment] Founding Congress and the election of a 36-
member Executive Council (instead of the originally
determined 45). But it is essential to focus on this third
day of the Congress (November 6) which was supposed
to examine the bylaws of the APM with the proposed
revisions, to read the resolutions that were submitted
and to elect an Executive Council. However, an unex-
pected event led to unpleasant circumstances. [passage
omitted]

The Prime Minister of Armenia, V. Margaryantz,
accompanied by two of his deputies, V. Movsisyan and
Levon Sahakyan, arrived in the congress hall at 1:20 pm.
The session was being chaired by Ashot Manucharyan.
The officials sat on the first row while Ambartsum
Galstyan read the list of candidates for the Executive
Council. The list consisted of 72 names of which only
one, Bella Arutyunyan, was a woman. After the reading
of the names, Margaryantz rose to the podium and
addressed his people in Russian because he does not
speak Armenian. His speech was translated into Arme-
nian paragraph by paragraph. Margaryantz had prepared
a long report, and his speech was frequently interrupted
by the delegates who expressed skepticism about the
Prime Minister’s account of the assistance given to
Artsakh. Margaryantz spoke of an extraordinary and
complex situation and said that efforts to resolve the
issue of supplies are being blocked. He emphasized that
there have been improvements in the last 4 days and
added: “I cannot deceive you. You can verify my
words.” He read a lengthy list of supplies sent to Artsakh,
including canned fish from Kamchatka, television
equipment, soap, beans, coffee, etcetera. In mentioning
the difficulties, he noted that the Soviet Union has only
six 20-tonne cargo planes. He charged that sometimes
arms are being shipped instead of food. He said that he
had made contact with the NKAO [Nagorno Karabakh
Autonomous Oblast] and that according to the reports he
received the situation was returning to normal and that
food supplies were getting through. As for the lack of air
service into the region, Magaryantz said that no trans-
port planes were flying in the Soviet Union during those
2 days and that the problem is not confined to Armenia
alone. As he spoke pieces of paper were being passed to
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him, and the session chairmanship decided to summa-
rize the questions put to him. Margaryantz said that he
performed his work in Moscow well and that, when he
was assigned to Armenia in September 1988, he tried to
familiarize himself with the people’s problems and to
report what was missing. He said that he would not be
afraid to come to Armenia if he was 35 years old, but that
at his age he hesitated. Levon Ter Petrosyan asked two
questions in Armenian which were translated into Rus-
sian. He asked: a) You were appointed during the martial
law period, and we consider all decision taken during
that period invalid; and b) Have you ever worked with
Gorbachev? :

This is where an unpleasant atmosphere developed. The
Prime Minister of Armenia was trying to exonerate
himself with a long autobiography. His principal goal
was to prove that he is not a man of the past and that he
entered politics during the Gorbachev period. He
acknowledged that he worked with Gorbachev in
Stavropol from 1957 to 1977. Levon Ter Petrosyan
thanked him saying that he was pleased to see Margary-
antz state that he is Gorbachev’s friend.

Let us note paranthetically that the fact that the Prime
Minister of Armenia does not speak Armenian left a sad
impression. No matter how much responsibility local
officials have in the deteriorating situation, it was very
distressing to see the chairman of the country’s council
of ministers so humiliated. The Congress unanimously
adopted a resolution which emphasized that the appoint-
ment of officials by Moscow is not appropriate. [passage
omitted] ‘

Flaws, Promise of APM Congress Examined

46050006F Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 18-19 Nov 89 p 2

[Article by editor-in-chief Arpik Misakian: “Reflections
on a Congress”]

[Excerpts] It is hard not to reflect on a pannational
Armenian congress.

Obviously it is superfluous to overemphasize its singular
character. Anyone who is remotely knowledgeable about
Armenia’s history of the last 70 years realizes that what
began in February 1988 resulied in the unprecedented
phenomenon of this congress after passing through
numerous phases. This event can neither be ignored nor
lightly criticized when everything is still in a state of
gestation. Therefore, putting aside all the disagreements
that one might have with one or more of the Movement’s
postures, we must take a positive attitude if we wish to
be sensible. o

Criticism is easy, but it is helpful only if it is construc-
tive. The tirades we observed during the Congress and
we heard on our return did not appear to constructive.

Some of the statements made during the Congress had
no objective other than disturbing and frustrating an
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effort and a program whose purpose is to bring together
the entire Armenian nation, to own up the national
interests of a people and to undertake their realization
step by step. [passage omitted] -

Born in Artsakh and raised in Yerevan, the Karabakh
Committee took the leadership of a popular uprising
after 70 years of tyranny. It won the admiration of
international media, managed to maintain exemplary
order and inspired an enviable trust among the masses.
Obviously, such a situation could not last forever. It was
necessary to give the movement a form and a structure.
That is what happened, and that movement became
pannational. The minor absentees cannot be used as a
pretext to declare the use of that adjective [pannational]
illegitimate. Ironically, that adjective has been exploited
fairly extensively in much more factionalized situations.

Then came the Founding Congress. Clearly, the Con-
gress had its flaws. First, there was the inexperience with
democracy which led the presidency of the Congress to
surdemocratic exaggerations—because of an under-
standable mentality—even as it was accused of not being
sufficiently democratic. There were numerous speakers,
mostly from Armenia, but also a few from the Diaspora.
Among those few were representatives from the Social
Democratic Clarion [Hunchak] Party and the Demo-
cratic Liberal [Ramgavar] Party, who were represented
with special delegations. Their representatives addressed
the Congress and delivered their messages. This was the
source of a major contradiction. Here were two parties
which did not wage any struggle against the Soviet
regime in Armenia and which, on the contrary, sup-
ported it. In the Diaspora, these parties have not been
the greatest supporters of 28 May, the tricolor or Aghpur
Serop [guerrilla fighter in early 20th century], but they
had come and were present at the Congress. It appeared
that the Armenian Revolutionary Federation [ARF]
[Dashnak Party] had left the field open to them. But the
ARF has been there—not since 1988 but for the last 70
years. It has lived silently in the hearts of the Armenian
people, and that day its name was everywhere and
emanated from the souls of everyone. A whole nation
that swears by its name did not understand its absence.
They were all astonished. Everyone spoke about the
Dashnak Party, paid tribute to the Dashnak Party and
praised the work of the Dashnak Party. The Dashnak
Party was on everyone’s mind. But where was it?

They could not understand. We could not understand.
Our goal here is simply to state the situation. We neither
criticize nor condemn, because we are not privy to the
fine points of Dashnak Party’s new Ostpolitik. But we
can say that no explanation can justify such an absence.
It may well be that the Dashnak Party does not agree
with the APM [Armenian Pannational Movement]. But
there, there was the people of Armenia who awaited the
Dashnak Party’s greetings, which would not have meant
endorsement of the APM’s program. All that was
awaited was a presence by the side of a people which has
worked to reinstate the Dashnak Party in Armenia.
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The absentees will always be wrong, say the French. We
would add, in this case, better late than never. What has
happened and what is happening in Armenia is a true
revolution whose advance must not be checked.

It is very important for Armenia and the entire Arme-
nian nation that the APM not fail. Otherwise we would
once again demonstrate our political immaturity. We
would demonstrate that we continue to favor special
interests over the interests of the Armenian people.

Such exercises are dangerous for us in these critical days.

Obstacles must hoi be placed on a path from which
Armenia must—is obligated to—emerge triumphantly.

APM Resolutions Call for Closer Ties With
Diaspora

" Broader Diaspora Participation Sought

46050006E Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 16 Nov 89 p 3

[“Resolutioné of the Founding Congress of the Arme-
nian Pannational Movement”}

[Text] 1. Whereas a considerable portion of the Arme-
nian nation has been dispersed outside the borders of
Armenia—namely some of the republics of the Soviet
Union as well as various countries of the world—because
of historical circumstances, forming the Armenian dias-

pora;
2. Whereas Armenia is the homeland of all Armenians
and has a historic and moral responsibility to help the

national preservation and survival of the diaspora Arme-
nians and their destiny;

3. Whereas the overwhelming majority of the diaspora
Armenians, as an indivisible part of the Armenian
nation, feel a similar responsibility to help the multilat-
eral development and strengthening of the Armenian
Republic; v

4. Whereas relations between Armenia and the dias-
pora have in the past 7 decades been based on the
principle of so-called “class” because of the policies of
the Soviet regime and have not contributed to the unity
and cooperation of the Armenian people;

5. Whereas a fateful period of national and political
awakening has begun in Armenia and the diaspora
thanks to the Artsakh Movement creating truly new
opportunities for the cohesion of the two segments;

The Founding Congress of the Armenian Pannational
Movement believes it is essential:

6. To harness relations between Armenia and the
diaspora solely to the goal of resolving pannational
problems; ‘
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7. To draft a mutually acceptable program for cooper-
ation between Armenia and the diaspora with the par-
ticipation of all interested circles from both segments;

8. To make the said progi'am contribute to:

a) The just comprehensive solution of the Armenian
problem; ,

b) The formation, development and strengthening
of a sovereign Armenian state; and :

c) The deepening of the national and political self-
consciousness of the diaspora Armenians, the preserva-
tion of their cultural identity and the establishment of
strong ties between the diaspora and the Motherland. -

9. Relations betwen Armenia and the diaspora must
be based on the following principles:

a) Relations between Armenia and diaspora must be
based on postideological national unity and cooperation
between the two segments around pannational values;

b) All organizations and individuals in both seg-
ments must have the right and the means to establish
relations with each other regardless of their party, reli-
gious, social and other affiliations; -

¢) No government, party, religious or other organi-
zation must have a monopoly in establishing and con-
ducting relations in Armenia and the diaspora;

d) It is the duty of both segments to bring to life a
modern infrastructure which contributes to the develop-
ment of relations between Armenia and the diaspora,
which expands travel and tourism, exchanges in science,
industry, literature, art, journalism and other areas.

The participation of the diaspora Armenians in the
political, economic and social life of the Republic must
be taken into account in the drafting of the new Arme-
nian constitution. '

Given the aforementioned facts, and the wide geo-
graphic distribution and diversity of the diaspora, it is
essential to analyze and evaluate relations between
Armenia and the diaspora more deeply at a pan-
Armenian conference. The APM [Armenian Pannational
Movement] will assist in the preparations for such a
meeting with all of its means.

The newly elected Executive Council of the APM must
focus on relations between the APM and public and
political organizations in the diaspora as soon as pos-
sible. :

The APM will utilize all of its means to establish and to
cultivate entirely new relations between Armenia and
the diaspora which will be compatible with the national
interests of the Armenian people.
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Call for Reinstatement of Diaspora Parties

46050006F Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 18-19 Nov 89 p 3

[“Resolutions of the Founding Congress of the Arme-
nian Pannational Movement]

[Text] Affirming the oneness and indivisibility of
national ideas and acknowledging that all the political
parties and organizations of the Armenian nation, bar
none, have been and remain the expressors of national
ideas;

Given that the aberrant and deplorable estrangement of
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation [ARF], the
Social Democratic Clarion Party [SDCP] and the Dem-
ocratic Liberal Party [DLP] the political life of their
nation has upset and prevented the normal development
of political processes not only in Armenia but in the
diaspora;

With an eye to restoring the normal development of
political processes, the APM resolves:

1. To recognize the great role that the Armenian
political parties in the diaspora have played and con-
tinue to play in preserving and developing national
values and in fighting for the realization of national
goals;

2. To demand from the Armenian Supreme Soviet and
government to give official recognition to the DLP,
SDCP and the ARF; and

3. To demand the establishment of permanent repre-
sentative offices of the said parties in Armenia.

4. The Founding Congress expresses the hope that all
diaspora parties will join forces for the Armenian
national rebirth and unity and the realization of national
goals.

APM Press Organ Surveyed

46050006D Paris HARATCH
in Armenian 16 Nov 89 p 2

[Article by A. Totoyan]

[Excerpt] A new name joined the colorful world of the
Armenian press in November. HAYK is the official press
organ of the Armenian Pannational Movement [APM].
Its position is clear and noticeable. It carries overtones of
brisk and wise judgement and unrestrained expression.
Its appearance coincides with a stormy but historic
moment for our people. The political upheavals in
Armenia are obviously far from calming down, but the
Founding Congress of the APM is the second most
important milestone since the recognition of the Move-
ment. That milestone was announced by HAYK. After
publishing various unofficial pamphlets and newsletters,
the APM now disseminates its message through HAYK.
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The first issue of HAYK gives an unambiguous picture
of its chosen course from the first lines of its editorial to
the end of its last page. It is the mouthpiece of a people
which is aware of its history, its present and its future
aspirations, which, after its numerous bitter experiences,
cries out loudly that the lessons of history have not been
wasted and whose eyes are now fixed on the most vital
page of those lessons.

The editorial entitled “The Shore of Our Salvation” on
the front page is a small mirror that reflects the first steps
of the newest period of our history which was initiated
by the persistent firmness of the Armenians of Artsakh
and which was written in Yerevan’s Liberty Square
before it was recorded in the annals of diplomacy. There
“we woke up from our sleep, and that was the first step
toward our return to national awareness which rose
against the wall of tyranny.”

The HAYK editorial notes also those “who thought that
the battle for salvation would be a party and expected
easy victories riding on the waves of vigorous popular
rebellion without making any sacrifices were deeply
disillusioned.” The upheaval and struggle of the past two
years are summed up in a single sentence which also
expresses the APM’s basic posture: “We have rediscov-
ered our raison d’etre, our dignity; we have seen that the
light of salvation is nowhere but inside us.”

This basic theme is also expressed in subsequent pages.
For example, Ktrich Sardaryan’s article entitled “It Is
the Hour of Unity” reaches the same conclusion after
emphasizing the present need for the unity of the two
segments of the Armenian nation. He addresses the
Diaspora with a certain amount of reproach and
observes certain postures, fears and passivities which
stem from an incorrect evaluation of the oppression in
Armenia in the past decades. Sardaryan says: “We are
grateful for your material assistance. But why do you not
contribute to the spiritual awakening of the Motherland?
Through their own experience, the people have finally
reached the conclusion that the most basic guarantee of
the nation’s survival is having a sovereign state. Let no
one be intimidated by the ‘ghost’ of independence
because even Marxism has no respect for a people which
does not wish or aspire to reinstate the independence it
has lost.”

Then comes the conclusion of the lesson: “We can no
longer permit anyone to auction off ‘Armenian cards.’
The Armenian people must itself decide its relations
with its neigbors. This does not mean that the people
must forget its history. But it is inadmissible to turn that
history into a self-serving historical novel.”

Sardaryan believes that the time is ripe “to remind the
Armenian parties of the Diaspora that it is the parties
that must serve the people and not the other way round.”
He adds that given the bitter experiences of the past it is
time to wake up and to put aside trivial interparty
disputes. ‘
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In an article entitled “Self-determination or Impasse?”
Rapayel Papayan focuses on the issue of self-
determination. The author is led to express himself on
this issue by the well-known decision of the Azerbaijani
Supreme Soviet with regard to the sovereignty and
self-determination of that republic. Papayan stresses that
no one can dispute a nation’s right of self-determination,
including that of the Baltic countries and Azerbaijan,
provided that that posture is shared by everyone.
Papayan writes: “The independence of Azerbaijan from
the Soviet Union, whether it is economic or political, is
in principle identical with the independence of Artsakh
from Azerbaijan. We all agree that the issue of Azerbai-
jan’s independence can be resolved only by a referendum
in Azerbaijan. But the Artsakh problem must also be
viewed by the same principles.”

Papayan finds the requirement that all the republics
must agree with any republic’s decision for self-
determination to be inconsistent with the concept of
self-determination. He asks: “Can that be called self-
determination?”’ He continues: “In that case, would not
others be deciding for the ‘self-determinant?”” Papayan
says that this impasse affects the people of Russia as well.
He adds: “As long as Russia’s attitude toward the people
it is exploiting does not change, the Russian people
cannot enjoy the fruits of freedom.” [passage omitted]

Dashnak Party Declares APM Congress ‘Failure’

‘Disillusion’ Reported
46050006G Paris GAMK in Armenian 15 Nov 89 p 1

[Text] Today, on November 13, we learned that a
helicopter sent from Yerevan to Stepanakert landed in
the Azeri town of Akhdam near NKAO [Nagorno Kara-
bakh Autonomous Oblast] for mysterious and unknown
reasons. Eleven Armenian young men and women trav-
eling in the helicopter were arrested by the Azeris.
According to some sources, a certain amount of muni-
tions were found in the cargo the helicopter was carrying.

During a popular rally organized by the Armenian Pan-
national Movement [APM] in Yerevan on 10 November,
Vano Siradekhyan and Ashot Manucharyan, two of the
leaders of the Movement, tried to explain the failures
that became evident during their Congress on 4-6
November. The rally was attended by 30,000 people.

We also learn that wide segments of people in Artsakh
and Armenia as well as some members of the APM are
disillusioned with the failure of the APM Congress.

Individuals and groups which participated in the APM
Congress are reviewing their membership in the said
movement because the Movement’s program does not
echo the national aspirations of the Armenian people.

The same day in [jevan, two Armenians, Abbots Vahan
and Ashot, were killed accidentally as they were trying to
blow up the monument erected in the city in honor of the
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11th Red Army. It was the 11th Red Army which entered
Armenia in 1920 to sovietize it by brute force.

‘Pannational’ Character Disputed
46050006G Paris GAMK in Armenian 16 Nov 89 p 1

[Article by M. Ishkhanian: “A State of Fumbling”]

[Text] In sociology and particularly political life, words
and pretenses generally have special meanings, even if
they are used knowingly or unknowingly for other
motives.

We must be very careful about the pretenses we take on
particularly in this stage of our national life. It is true
that the Artsakh movement began in Artsakh with the
decision of the oblast committee in February 1988, but it
quickly became a universal Armenian movement
because it flowed from the general and universal inter-
ests of the Armenian nation.

Justifiably, the Armenians of the Motherland made it
their struggle, and the Diaspora responded to that
struggle by making it its own and supporting it the best it
could.

More recently, the Armenian Pannational Movement
[APM] was created in Armenia, and it held its founding
congress on 4-6 November.

The idea of the creation of an Armenian pannational
movement was obviously received with great enthu-
siasm, national pride and satisfaction in the Diaspora.

We will have other occasions to express our views with
regard to the APM. We continue to support the creation
of a true Armenian pannational movement which
embodies the Armenian people with all of its segments,
aspirations and wishes and which pursues its funda-
mental goals. It is only then that the pretense of “Arme-
nian Pannational Movement” would be appropriate and
justifiable in a sociological sense.

However, according to the information we have received
the movement that has been created in Yerevan unfor-
tunately does not have a pannational character.

We say “unfortunately” because with its present struc-
ture and the goals it is pursuing this movement cannot
embody the entire Armenian nation.

We cannot imagine an Armenian pannational move-
ment which, especially at this juncture in time, not only
ignores the Artsakh crisis but in which Artsakh has no
place. Ironically, this is a movement which was born out
of the Artsakh demands. Moreover, during the said
Congress, the Artsakh crisis was mentioned only in
passing.

We do not wish to be misunderstood. The February 1988
decision of Artsakh gave new impetus to the struggle that
was being waged against pollution. The pre-Artsakh
national currents would most probably go in another
direction [without the Karabakh movement]. Look into
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the hearts of every Armenian whether he is in Artsakh,
Leninakan, Kirovakan, Beirut, Los Angeles or Paris, and
you will find that Artsakh is written there in capital
letters and has turned into emotion.

When an entire group of people, the Artsakh Armenians,
do not have the place they deserves in this Movement, it
is obvious—and we say this with deep conviction—that
this Movement cannot be called “pannational.” It may
be called the “Armenian National Party,” since it is
pursuing certain national goals.

According to our information, the said movement appar-
ently wants to strenghthen Armenia, to consolidate the
democratic regime there and to resolve problems related
to the reconstruction work in the disaster zone.

We still do not know how it will be able to succéed in this
national mission, when reports from Yerevan confirm
that many regions in Armenia, including regions in the
disaster zone, have no representatives on the newly-
elected 37-member [as published] Executive Council.

We believe that at this time the APM is in a state of
fumbling and is inclined toward centralization.

Dashnak Party Calls for ‘True Unity’ . :
46050006H Paris GAMK in Armenian 20-21 Nov 89 p 4

[Article by Kh. D. K: “Call for True Unity”]

[Text] The Dashnak press published the “Declaration”
of the Conference of Dashnak Press Representatives.
The assessments contained in that declaration echo the
concerns which the Dashnak family and the mouthpiece
of that family, the Dashnak press, are experiencing.

The stormy events in Artsakh and Armenia since Feb-
ruary 1988 have, on the one hand, expressed the panna-
tional aspirations, goals and ideals of the Armenian
people and, on the other, demonstrated its latent capa-
bilities and the strength of its willpower with its positive
and negative aspects.

The Armenian Revolutionary Federation [ARF], which

constitutes the condensed expression of the national,
political and socioeconomic objectives of the Armenian
people, could not remain indifferent to these develop-
ments and could not be a mere spectator watching the
struggle of our people in Armenia from a distance. In
keeping with its traditions, the ARF did not remain
indifferent to the developments taking place in Armenia,
and with its postures, stated positions, comments and
proposals, tried to keep the national liberation struggle
of the Armenian people on a pannational course and to
contribute to the creation of a pannational and general
front so that the efforts of the Armenian masses could be
focused and condensed around a single axis and so that
they would not be wasted in unpleasant and grim quar-
rels. v

Unfortunately, as the declaration of the Conference of
Dashnak Press Representatives states, “the hopes of the
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entire Armenian nation, but particularly our people in
Armenia, since February 1988 to crown the national
liberation struggle of the Armenian people with a pan-
national program and pannational movement have not
yet resulted in the formation of a collective force because
neither the party and government officials nor the pop-
ular movements in Armenia have yet truly fulfilled the
hopes that were placed on them. The dream to build a
government for all Armenians did not become a reality
during the initial days of the Artsakh movement. At the
same time, factionalism and intolerance began to
become evident among certain elements which aspired
to lead the popular movements.” Thus the desired unity
could not be achieved although attempts are under way
to create the illusion in the minds of naive observers that
the Armenian Pannational Movement [APM] embodies
the idea of pannational unity. One wishes that the

. factionalist and intolerant circles would not block the

process which was aimed at the creation of a pannational
general front.

A pannational front, movement, will or force could not
be created simply because certain circles, particularly
certain members of the “Soviet Armenian Committee of
the Karabakh Movement [Karabakh Comittee],” tried,
out of unknown motives, to sidestep the feelings of the
Armenian people stemming from their long history and,
rejecting some of the most sacred elements of that
history, they skilfully decorated a crooked political
course and objective with ambiguous statements thus
giving rise to deep discontent.

The truth is that the groups and organizations operating
in Armenia and the Diaspora remain committed to the
idea of creating a united pannational front because they
consider it the assurance of the triumph of the demand
movement of the Armenian people. These groups are
trying to distance themselves from the disillusion created
by the APM program and its political goals and course.

All these organizations aspire for a pannational unity
which will lead the demand movement of the Armenian
people. This aspiration can become a reality only with
the initiative of an authoritative force, which the APM is
not especially after its founding congress.

This authoritative force is the ARF as the stance of the
delegates at the APM’s founding congress and the spon-
taneous outpouring of sympathy in the Motherland have
demonstrated. Such support empowers the representa-
tives of the Dashnak press, which constitutes the mouth-
piece of the Party, to call “on all Armenian people in
Armenia and the diaspora, the groups, forces and orga-
nizations that are affiliated with the Artsakh demand
movement, the Conference of the Intelligentsia, the
APM and finally the rational elements of the Soviet
Armenian official leadership” to unite on a truly panna-
tional front, to coordinate their efforts, to turn the
capabilities of the Armenian people into a single force, to
become the condensed expression of the collective will of
the Armenian people and to push forward the national
liberation struggle which will lead to “the unification of
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Armenia and Armenians” and “whose first fruit will be
the reunification of Artsakh with Armenia.”

Let us take note of this call for unity by the Conference
of the Dashnak Press Representatives and let us march
toward the creation of a genuine and strong pannational
front.

Dashnak Party Sees ‘Reunification’ as Only
Solution

46050007 Paris GAMK in Armenian 15 Nov 89 p 2

[Editorial originally published in the 8 November 1989
issue of Athens DROSHAK, official press organ of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation: “We Await Unifi-
cation”]

[Text] Even if the Azeri blockade imposed on the Arme-
nians of the Motherland is completely lifted, the struggle
for the demands of our people has no right to rest as long
as the Kremlin continues to leave in abeyance the
complete resolution of our just demand for the reunifi-
cation of Artsakh with Armenia.

We followed the negotiations and bargaining in the

anterooms of the Kremlin with incredulity and reserva-
tion because since September 1989 the central authori-
ties frequently retreated before the pan-Turkish threats
of the Azeris. In Baku, the communist authorities in
power and the so-called “popular” opposition represen-
tatives are clearly in collusion when they openly
“threaten” the Kremlin with leaving the “Soviet family”
and asking for help from their kinsmen in Turkey if
Artsakh is reunified with Armenia.

The Soviet leadership has so far not taken an official
posture with regard to this “threatening” stances and
decisions, which means that it may yield at any time
under such pressures.

This is the first factor that makes it essential for the
entire Armenian nation, but particularly our forces
which have been entrusted with the task of raising the
Armenian demands at official levels in Moscow, to
remain resolute, alert and vigilant on their watch until
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justice is done and Artsakh is returned to its rightful
place, Armenia and the Armenian people.

Even if the crisis appears to be over and the chain
strangling the Armenians of the Motherland is removed,
no one in the Kremlin should entertain any vain
thoughts that the price of those positive steps can be
charged to the lands of the Armenian people and that
Artsakh’s fate can be returned to Azerbaijan. The
demanding Armenian nation is prepared to accept only
one answer from the Kremlin. That expectation is
inspired by the hope of justice brought about by the wave
of restructuring and will be fulfilled by the reunification
of Artsakh with Armenia. ,

What happened in the last 2 months leaves no room to

doubt that Armeénia and the Armenians do not have

sufficiently solid safeguards even within the Soviet
Union against the continuing onslaught of pan-Turkism
and its threatening appetite. Both Turkey and Azerba-
ijan are waiting for the opportune moment to overrun
the undevastated small part of Armenia that remains
between them and to merge. Meanwhile, those in the
Kremlin who do not wish to learn lessons from Lenin’s
bitter experiences and wish to persist with the strategic

- illusion that they can turn pan-Turkism and pan-

Islamism into a potent weapon against the West are
simply playing with fire. They should remember the
results of Kemalism and, more recently, Afghanistan.

As long as pan-Turkism continues to be heard in Soviet
Azerbaijan and as long the Kremlin is run by short-
sighted forces which are willing to play this dangerous
game, the Armenian nation cannot be satisfied with
half-measures whether it remains subject to a blockade
or it receives help to overcome that critical situation. In
this sense, our people continues to endure difficult times.
It is evident that the tense situation remains unchanged
for the Armenians of Artsakh. Meanwhile, in Armenia
our nation is only recovering from the blow it has
received to assess what courses remain open before it.

These are once again difficult days of waiting, but with
the difference that the expectations of the Armenian
nation are no longer focused on uncertain horizons. Our
waiting will end only when Artsakh is reunified with
Armenia. :
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GCC Economy Council Meetings Concluded
900L0129E Muscat "UMAN in Arabic 20 Oct 89 p 1

[Dispatch from Riyadh: “GCC Committee on Fiscal and
Economic Cooperation Concludes Meeting and Submits
Recommendations to the Muscat Summit”]

[Text] The Arab Gulf Cooperation Council’s (GCC)
Committee on Fiscal and Economic Cooperation con-
cluded its 23rd session in Riyadh yesterday morning.
The sultanate’s delegation to the session was headed by
His Excellency Muhammad Bin-’Ali Bin-Nasir al-’Alawi,
secretary general of the legislative bureau in the office of
his highness, the deputy prime minister for legal affairs.

The session lasted 2 days, during which the ministers of
finance and economy discussed a number of economic
issues to be submitted to the Supreme Council’s 10th
summit in Muscat. '

The issues deal with the continued implementation of
the Supreme Council’s economic resolutions on the
Uniform Economic Agreement and the startup budget
for the joint GCC delegation’s office to the International
Civil Aviation Organization in Montreal. The ministers
also reviewed the progress of a study on incentives to the
industrial sector in GCC states, as well as the progress of
negotiations with countries and international economic
organizations and the institution of controls on excep-
tions to customs exemptions to industrial output of
national origin.

The GCC ministers of finance and national economy
also discussed the feasibility of allowing citizens of
member countries to engage in new activities and pro-
fessions, in addition to those previously identified, and
the means of arriving at a uniform customs tariff that
initially calls for all [members] to commit to a minimum
duty of 4 percent on foreign goods, agree on lists of
possible exemptions, prepare lists of the first luxury
goods to be subject to the new uniform tariff, and
determine a deadline for agreement on a uniform tariff
on the remaining goods.

His Excellency Muhammad Bin-’Ali Bin-Nasir al-’Alawi,
secretary general of the legislative bureau in the office of
his highness, the deputy prime minister for legislative
affairs, returned to the country yesterday noon from
Riyadh where he headed the sultanate’s delegation to the
meetings of the GCC Committee on Fiscal and Eco-
nomic Cooperation which concluded there yesterday
morning.

GCC Military Coordination Discussed

900L0129B London AL-HAWADITH
in Arabic 10 Nov 89 p 11

[Article: “Gulf Defense Ministers Recommend Aug-
menting Military Cooperation; Prince Sultan: The Gulf
Has No Need for Foreign Protection”] ~
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[Text] Defense ministers of Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states held their 8th meeting in Riyadh in order to
prepare the defense portfolio needed for the 10th Gulf
summit to be held in Muscat in mid-December.

The issue of military industrialization headed the list of
important topics discussed by the ministers, in view of a
summit resolution to seek self-sufficiency now that the
GCC states have succeeded in diversifying their arms
resources. Military industrialization to provide needed
armament is a strategic objective of [GCC] heads of state
who emphasized that it must be accomplished gradually
and in line with available means.

The ministers, in two closed-door sessions attended only
by them, deliberated for 14 hours before resolving to
return the plans to the chiefs of staff for more study and
for implementation of the necessary contacts and proce-
dures.

Shaykh Nawwaf al-Ahmad al-Sabah, Kuwaiti minister of
defense, told AL-HAWADITH that the ministers’ rec-

~ ommendations to the 10th summit will help propel

military cooperation forward gradually but steadily and
maintain the course of cooperation and commitment to
the principle underlying the common will to confront
threats.

The objective of the ministers’ meeting was [to work for]
military and security coordination among member states
and not to challenge anybody. All we want is to protect
our Gulf home from within.

Prince Sultan Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz, Saudi minister of avia-
tion and defense, emphasized that the Gulf does not
need foreign protection from either the East or the West
and that the strong sense of the leaders and peoples of
GCC states is that the time has come to emerge in the
form of an Islamic Arab state that meets in six countries
unified by Islam and the Arabic language. All of us are
members of the League of Arab States, subscribe to its
charter, and adhere to its resolutions. We also back
Islamic summit resolutions and support Islamic soli-
darity. A defense plan by GCC states will never be aimed
against anyone. Rather, the objective is to safeguard
sacred Islamic precepts, defend GCC members, and
repulse threats to the security of the region.

GCC states are doing all they can to diversity their
sources of armament. Steps for weapons development do
not necessarily mean that the armaments are for imme-
diate use. Rather, those steps help shore-up justice and
the power of international diplomacy. It is common
knowledge that the GCC states maintain a joint military
force called the al-Jazirah Shield which conducts joint
desert exercises against enemy attacks, beach landings,
and air raids on various locations in member states. This
familiarizes all participating Shield forces of the six
states with the region’s topography.
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GCC Officials’ Suggestions for Summit Proposed

900101294 London AL-HAWADITH
in Arabic 10 Nov 89 p 24

[Article: “GCC Interior Ministers: Confronting Ter-
rorism and Developing Services for Citizens”]

[Text] Interior ministers of Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states met in Riyadh last week to prepare the
security dossier for the Gulf summit scheduled for the
Sultanate of Oman this upcoming December. The
upcoming summit has been dubbed the summit for
evaluation and planning and is expected to evaluate the
present state of the council as a whole, including
common security strategies and various avenues of coop-
eration in that field.

Terrorism and how it can be collectively confronted by
countries of the region was the main topic of discussion
at the ministers’ Riyadh meeting. They also made exten-
sive recommendations on immigration, passports, civil
defense, traffic, drug enforcement, interrogations, and
criminal investigations.

Prince Nayif Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz, Saudi Arabian minister
of the interior, warned against attempts to undermine
holy land security in general and emphasized that the
security of Saudi Arabia is the security of GCC states. He
called for safeguarding Gulf security by standing united
against terrorism and terrorists.

Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Khalifa Al Khalifa, Bahraini
minister of the interior and chairman of the current
session of the Gulf Security Cooperation Committee
which encompass interior ministers, said that the GCC
experience is a successful Arab role model worthy of
admiration and emulation not only in the Arab World
but also by all international and regional alliances.

He attributed the success of Gulf cooperation to “the
intellectual and scientific foundations laid by the
Councit and to the practical applications and accom-
plishments attained through the course of action pursued
by the Council throughout its short history”. Those
accomplishments, he said, were and still are based on
continual and constant support of security cooperation
among GCC states. The ministers have instituted secu-
rity bulwarks ever since their first meeting in 1982 in
Riyadh.

*Abdalla Bishara, GCC secretary-general, said that the
interior ministers’ meeting came at a special time of
mixed blessings and misfortunes. The Gulf region is
sometimes tranquil and sometimes tumultuous. Many
factors have contributed to the region’s serenity and
improved climate since the cease-fire between neigh-
_boring Iraq and Iran. The cessation of hostilities has
resulted in dense contacts and increased awareness of
security. Security considerations are getting the priority
they deserve. The Council has been successful in sowing
the seed for overall moderation, reason, and negotiation.
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Bishara emphasized that the terrorism must be con-
fronted with awareness and alertness especially that it
has become an international phenomenon that vexes
most countries of the world.

It has been the consensus of the various countries of the
world to fight and uproot terrorism. Experience proved
that confrontation and collective action are the best way
to contain such terrorism .

Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Khalifa emphasized that ter-
rorism in its various forms has polarized the attention of
international society and its members, organizations,
and specialized agencies. It has become a serious threat
to the security and stability of nations and individuals
alike.

While on the subject, the ministers discussed procedures
to protect Gulf diplomats overseas.

Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Khalifa said that it might be
easy in theory to bring security systems and agencies in
the various Gulf states within the framework of a uni-
form strategy. As a practical matter, however, constant
diligence is needed to institute comprehensive security
frameworks that transcend the borders of GCC coun-
tries.

In response to a question by AL-HAWADITH on the
significance of the ministers’ resolutions, he said, “They
reiterate the resolve for augmented cooperation on secu-
rity. Previous meetings have accomplished a lot in terms
of joint security action and coordination, especially
among public security agencies of the various interior
ministries. Specialized security committees, operating in
an atmosphere of cooperation and solidarity, have
arrived at a number of recommendations to coordinate
among security agencies and standardize certain mea-
sures and procedures. [These measures] are likely to gain
the favor of citizens in their dealings and travel. The
recommendations are in harmony with official measures
and procedures employed by various GCC members. We
are proud of this success which drives us to provide even
more diverse security services to citizens and to be
ever-alert to constantly and permanently safeguard the
security and stability enjoyed by GCC states and cher-
ished by their leaders.”

The ministers focused in their meetings and working
committees on a uniform security strategy described by
Prince Nayif Ibn-’Abd-al-’Aziz as a body of principles
representing a general framework that displays the fun-
damentals and identifies a path for joint security action
by GCC members.

Has this strategy become an alternative to the proposed
GCC security agreement?

Prince Nayif Ibn-’Abd-al-"Aziz says that the agreement
would be the basic tool or venue for translating strategic
principles into everyday joint working programs within a
systematic legal framework based on Islamic Shari’a as
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well as common interests and values. The strategy is but
the general principles based on solid foundations that
include:

Common religion, values, and social ties.

Common history and shared destiny.

Common interests and objectives.

Eminence of geographical location.

The presence of valuable natural wealth.

Similarity of population configuration as well as of

political, social, and economic systems. ‘

» Commitment to agreements and joint plans and pro-
grams.

* Relevance of the pnvate sector to natlonal economxc
development.

« Constant exposure to intellectual and physxcal inva-

sion

The strategy comprises a number of executive tools and
procedures, including the comprehensive security agree-
ment scheduled to be concluded shortly, as well as the
development of security agencxes training, and main-
taining closer ties with various crime-fighting agencxes in
the world. This coordination of security has major
objectives which the strategy seeks to implement in all
countries of the region. The objectives include:

. Safeguarding the national interests of GCC members.

¢ The conviction that security and stability form the
foundation for prosperity, for economic and social
development, and for accomplishing GCC objectives.

» The security policy is tied to the course of education,
the strategies of economic and social progress, and the
defense plan. _ v ,

» The decisive factor is the GCC - members’ need for it.
This factor can not be influenced by considerations
that are not consistent with the paramount mterests
of member countries.

* Awareness of danger sources.

. Bolstermg cooperation and coordmatxon among secu-
rity agencies. .

» Developing security agencies.

* Achieving security integration.

» Defining and explaining the private sector’s role in
attaining strategy objectives in order to ensure the
sector’s sympathetic response

Prince Nayif Ibn-’Abd-al-’Aziz emphasizes that the
political and social makeup of GCC countries mandates
commitment to the gradual course of development that
introduces social, economic, and political progress and
keeps pace with the times without undermining tradi-
tion, values, or principles. GCC members are mindful of
their hentage seek development, and refrain from inter-
fering in the affairs of others. They resist the “export” of
ideologies antithetic to their religion, philosophy, and
polmcal orientation, and therefore stand steadfast
against attempts to change conditions in the region by
use of force.

GCC members, because of their beliefs, strategic loca-
tion, natural resources, and moderate politics, have
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positioned themselves in a manner that ensures security
cooperation and ' allows them to challenge unlawful
change that would undermine their fundamental princi-
ples.

World Demand for Gulf Oil To Increase
900L0129C Muscat "UMAN in Arabic 21 Oct 89 p 1

[Dispatch from London: “OPEC Committee of Experts
To Study Prices and Supply; World To Be More Depen-
dent on Gulf Oil in the Nineties; al-Shalabi: OPEC Does
Not Intend To Raise Its Target Price”]

[Text] A hlgh OPEC minister said yesterday (Friday)
that the world may find itself dependent on only five
Arab Gulf countries for most of its supplementary oil
needs in the nineties. .

Iragi minister of petroleum ’Isam ’Abd-al-Rahman al-
Shalabi said that Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, the UAE
[United Arab Emirates], and Iran are the only OPEC
members whose oil reserves are large enough to allow
them to substantially increase production.

He added that even Iran may not be capable of a
substantial increase in production.

Speaking at the 10th annual Finance and Petroleum
Conference sponsored by the OIL DAILY and HERALD
TRIBUNE newspapers, al-Shalabi said that it will be the
responsibility of Arab Gulf countries to supply the
world’s increasing demand for OPEC oil.

Al-Shalabi’s remarks were corroborated by a high
western petroleum official who also spoke at the confer-
ence.

Ludvic van Vashim [as published], executive director of
Royal Dutch Foundation (Shell is the second largest oil
company in the world), said that 5 Gulf members of
OPEC account for two thirds of world reserves and for
more than three quarters of surplus production capacity.

Al-Shalabi pointed out that Gulf countries will not use
their power to raise prxces All they ask, he added, is a
fair and comfortable price that is not so hlgh as to dnve
consumers to alternate fuels.

Saudi Minister of Petroleum Hisham Nazir had previ-
ously told the conference that the nineties will be good
for the oil industry and that a stiff rise in prices is merely
the prelude to a sharp dechne

He said the expected the level of prices in the next few
years to be in the $10 to $20 range. ,

Al-Shalabi, responding tc a reporter’s question on
whether OPEC intends to raise its target price, said: This
will not happen at the upcoming meeting.

In another development, OPEC’s committee of experts
resumed its meeting in Vienna yesterday to discuss
world market supply and demand and price develop-
ments as it prepared specialized studies and reports to be
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submitted to OPEC’s upcoming ministerial confe'ren‘ce
by the secretariat of the eight-man ministerial committee
charged with overseeing production and pricing.

The ministerial committee is composed of the ministers
of petroleum and energy in each of Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Algeria, Iraq, Iran, Nigeria, Indonesia, and Ven-
ezuela. Its last meeting was held in Geneva on 23
September when it resolved to raise OPEC’s production
ceiling from 19.5 million to 20.5 million barrels per day.

Food Imports Cause Rise in Arab Debts
900L0129D Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 21 Octp 6 .

[Dispatch from Damascus: “Food Imports Add to Arab
Debt”] |

[Text] Arab countries are burdened with debt because of
increased food imports, according to a government bul-
letin issued last week by the Syrian Ministry of Agricul-
ture on the occasion of International Food Day.

The publication explained that Arab food imports
amounted to $30 billion last year alone, which inflicted
heavy damage on the Arab national economy.

The bulletin said that Syria, despite difficult conditions
and a heavy defense burden, was able to increase its gross
domestic product [GDP] by 21.8 million Syrian liras in
the years 1987 and 1988. Per capita share of GDP rose
from 11,517 liras to 12,326 liras. _

The Arab 6-member ministerial subcommittee on Arab
food security—a subcommittee of the ministerial council
of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Develop-
ment—had met recently in Damascus and issued new
guidelines for joint action to ensure Arab food security.
It also recommended the development of a joint Arab
agricultural effort, since Arab wheat imports alone
exceed $5 billion and since the level of self-sufficiency
has dropped to below 48 percent in the past 5 years. The
food gap in Arab countries widened to $1.4 billion
dollars according to statistics for the two years 1985/87.

Libyan Sentenced for Selling Fraudulent Work
Contracts :

45000045 Casablanca MAROC SOIR
in French 21 Nov89p 9

[Text] A Libyan national and three of his Moroccan
accomplices have been sentenced to a 3-year prison
term.

In our Tuesday, 14 November 1989 editions, we
announced the arrest of a Libyan national and his
Moroccan accomplices, in connection with a case of false
contracts. ‘ - ‘

The man concerned is Ali Naji Lawana [name as pub-
lished], born in 1949 in Sabha (Libya), a farmer who had
formed a front company named the *Oumou El Koura
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Enterprisé,'” which he planned to use for offering “his
services” to those seeking employment in Libya.

Ali Naji acted in complicity with some intermediaries to
whom he sold false work contracts for 5,000 dirhams
each. - o ’

Th>e int'ermediariesi resold the contracts for between
7,000 and 9,000 dirhams each to applicants seeking work
in Libya. R ,

Even when the victims hadn’t received a letter of con-
firmation from Libya, they were able to use these false
contracts to obtain passports.

The Ben M’Sik-Sidi Othmane criminal investigative
police, who were tasked with the investigation, put an
end to the activities of Ali Naji and his accomplices, and
succeeded in identifying dozens of victims:

The principals were turned ovér to the Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office at the court of first instance (Ben M’Sik-Sidi
Othmane) and were committed to prison.

In its Thursday session, the court sentenced Ali Naji and
three of his accomplices to a 3-year prison term and a
5,000-dirham fine.

Three other middlemen received 3-month suspended
sentences and a 2,000-dirham fine.

' PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS

West Bank Leader Abu-’Ayyash Profiled

900L0124A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT ( Weekend
Supplement) in Hebrew 6 Oct 89 pp 2-3

[Article by Uzi Mahanaymi: “Ready To Bet on Rabin”]

[Text] Radwan Abu-’Ayyash is one of the members of
the Palestinian “delegation of 12, which, it was pub-
lished this week, Mubarak proposed for talks with Israel.
Even if this is only a fictitious list, which was distributed
by extremist Palestinian elements with the aim of torpe-
doing yesterday’s cabinet deliberations, it can be
assumed that Abu-’Ayyash will appear in any offical list
that will be drawn up. In the eyes of most of the one-half
million residents of the refugee camps in the territories—
as in the PLO headquarters in Tunis—he is considered
to be a faithful and authentic representative.

But the charismatic youth, who today heads the Pales-
tinian Journalists Society, has also acquired enemies
over the years. These are mainly among the Paléstinian
bourgeoisie, the residents of the big cities and the scions
of the prominent familiés of Jerusalem and Ramallah.
“Who is this child, from the refugee camp, who will
suddenly be our leader,” a well known figure in the West
Bank said recently.. '

And, indeed, Abu-’Ayyash is not the son of a wealthy,
prominent family. He is seen as someone who grew out
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of the people to reach the front rank of Palestinian
leaders by virtue of his abilities.

When the 6-Day War ended, Abu-’Ayyash, a resident of
the Askar refugee camp near Nabulus, took his elderly
parents and went to visit the prestigious Bavli neighbor-
hood in North Tel Aviv. The old man in his kufiyah, his
young son, and his wife walked around and around in the
streets of the beautiful neighborhood, accompanied by
the neighbors’ amazed stares. They searched for the
house from which they had fled 20 years earlier, during
the War of Independence.

They didn’t find the old house. In its place there
remained in the center of the modern neighborhood the
remains of the village of Jamsin al-Sharqiyah, where the
parents were born. Radwan was born 2 years after the
war, in the refugee camp near Nabulus.

This week, relaxed, on an autumn morning in J erusalem,
Abu-’Ayyash is revealed as someone whose thoughts of
return to his parents’ old home are long gone. For him,
the village is sad history, a tragic detail in the biography
of his family and his people. His struggle is for an
independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip.

Refugee status is his calling card. He is not upset by the
assertions of his enemies, who hold this against him.
“The people cannot be misled,” says Abu-’Ayyash.
“West Bank residents know well who dared to jump into
the fire, who sat for long months in prison, and who, in
contrast, only appeared dressed in a suit and tie at press
conferences in East Jerusalem.”

Despite the rivalry, Abu-’Ayyash regards all the other
leaders in the West Bank—city- or town-dwellers—as
colleagues. He does not worry that someone will succeed
in taking from him the support of the residents of the
refugee camps.

Radwan Abu-’Ayyash did not have a rich father. He
completed his matriculation exams in Nabulus, one year
after the 6-Day War. Afterwards, he went to study at the
Teachers’ Seminar in Ramallah. He taught 6 years in a
school in Silwad, and studied English literature at Bi’r-
Zayt University.

In 1980 he participated in the founding of the Pales-
tinian Journalists Society, and was given a weekly
column in the newspaper AL-SHA’B. Then he began to
be a nuisance for the SHABAK [General Security Ser-
vice]. He was arrested for the first time in °82. He has
been arrested more times since then. The last occasion—
the day before the outbreak of the intifadah, on the
charge of membership and activity in the PLO. Pressure
from friends—including Israeli journalists—resulted in
his release after 6 months. :

The Journalists Society that he heads, and the traditional
backing that he receives from the people of the refugee
camps, are the real power base of Abu-’Ayyash. His
office in East Jerusalem is a lodestone and a mecca for
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residents of the West Bank who want to know from the
source what is happening, and where the intifadah is
taking them.

According to Abu-’Ayyash, he belongs to the Palestinian
mainstream, those who support two states—Israel and
Palestine—side-by-side. This is a cautious means of
expression, which represents a calling card whose signif-
icance is the PLO, the Fatah organization.

Since the beginning of the intifadah, Abu-’Ayyash has
often been abroad. Five-star hotels in Europe and the
United States are nothing new for the refugee from
Askar.

Aside from trips and the political struggle, he also finds
time for spiritual matters: He has written four books and
has translated others into Arabic, including one by
Moshe Dayan.

As one who has been mentioned as one of the leaders of
the intifadah, he has a clear political platform: Give us
back the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, let us establish
an independent state, and the cruel conflict will be
behind us. This is a formula inspired by the school of
*Arafat.

If Abu-’Ayyash’s dream of being an independent citizen
in a state of his own comes true, the Journalists Society
will not be the last public position of the refugee from
Jamsin.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] Radwan Abu-’Ayyash, what is
your political calling card?

[Abu-"Ayyash] I am close to the moderate mainstream in
the PLO, the pragmatic trend. We draw our strength and
inspiration from Yasir *Arafat. However, I do not regard
myself as part of any organization.

[YEDIOT AHARONOT] The Prime Minister of Israel
is ready to sit down and talk with a Palestinian such as
yourself. Why don’t you take the rest of your comrades
in the leadership of the West Bank and begin negotia-
tions with the Government of Israel, without the PLO?

[Abu-’Ayyash] The Palestinian problem is not a local
problem of only the 2 million Palestinians who live in
the territories. There are in addition more than 3 million
Palelstinians living throughout the world. The identity
card of the Palestinian people is the insistence that the
PLO is the sole legal representative of the Palestinian
people. I can perhaps speak on my own behalf, but who
will speak on behalf of the Palestinians outside of the
West Bank? The PLO represents the entire Palestinian
people, and only with it must there be talks. '

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] Do you think of giving the
Palestinians outside of the territories the “right of
return?”

[Abu-’Ayyash] The Palestinians outside of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip have the right to return to the
Palestinian state.
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[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] The “right of return” to the
Palestinian state or to Israel?

[Abu-’Ayyash] To the Palestinian state. As for the refu-
gees of 1948, there will be an agreement with the
Government of Israel. It may be that the matter will be
solved by granting reparations. It may be that the Gov-
ernment of Israel will agree to the return of a symbolic
number of Palestinians to Israel. Everything will be open
to negotiation. In any event, my aspiration is for the
establishment of a Palestinian state in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] The Isracli public does not
trust you. How would you reply to those who assert that
Jordan is, in fact, Palestine: Most of its residents are
Palestinians.

[Abu-’Ayyash] First of all, I do not think that the
Palestinians in Jordan will want to live in the Palestinian
state that will arise in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Beyond that, the talk about Jordan as Palestine is not
serious. Transjordan was never Palestine. A sovereign
and recognized state exists to the east of the Jordan river,
and we do not want it.

However, it is clear that the Palestinian state that will
arise cannot be walled in by Israel and Jordan. In that
case, it would not be a state, it would be a prison. A
solution of confederation with Jordan is a logical solu-
tion, and the PLO already accepted it in principle in ’85.
However, the basic condition is first and foremost the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] There are those who argue
that you are really waiting to see who will fall first, Israel
or Jordan, and that in any event, you assume that in the
future all the territory, from the sea to the river and the
mountains, will be one great Palestine.

[Abu-’Ayyash] I don’t accept that. Those are not serious
assertions. It is much more important now to be con-
cerned that there will be equality, that the Palestinian
people will have an identity and a state, and then it will
be possible to speak as equals and to achieve prosperity
in the region.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] Who will be the Palestinians
who will be included in the Palestinian delegation for
negotiations with Israel?

[Abu-’Ayyash] The delegation will include only those
representatives who will be acceptable to the PLO. It can
be estimated that they will be mainly residents of the
territories, with a few representative from the outside.
That will be an excellent beginning for a solution to the
conflict.

[YEDIOT AHARONOT] And what about represenvta;

tives of the Islamic Movement? They also have “divi-
sions” in the territories.

[Abu-’Ayyash] In my opinion, the representatives of
Hamas [Islamic Resistance Movement] will not request
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representation. If they do, it will be something that the
PLO leadership will have to discuss.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] What is the best formula that

. you can propose for an immediate solution to the con-

flict?

[Abu-’Ayyash] There is no avoiding direct negotiations
between the Government of Israel and the PLO. There
will not be a Palestinian delegation without the PLO.
Whoever thinks that there will be one is deluding him-
self. Who is Radwan Abu-’Ayyash without the connec-
tion to the PLO? The PLO is our government and our
leadership.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT!] It seems that the residents of
the refugee camps are sacrificing themselves for the
intifadah more than the rich city-dwellers and the town-
dwellers.

[Abu-’Ayyash] Indeed, the residents of the refugee camps
are bearing the main burden of the intifadah. But the
residents of the cities and the towns are, of course, also
making their sacrifices. Israel’s pressure on the residents
brings, in the end, an appropriate response from the
residents. Whoever is pressed more, responds more
strongly.

It is true that there is a difference in the degree of
sacrifice by the residents, but we do not now have the
time to deal with that question. There are those who
believe that their intifadah is to study in the universities
and to prepare for the Palestinian state. Our task is now
to complete the conquest. I have no complaints about
anyone. Everyone gives and invests to the best of his
ability. We are now in a war for liberation. I have no
complaints about the Palestinian bourgeosie. They are
defending their interests. That is nothing to scoff at.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] Is Israel conducting indirect
negotiations with the PLO?

[Abu-’Ayyash] Several Israeli personalities, members of
Knesset, and foreign delegations acted to transmit Israeli
views and outlooks to the PLO. More than one member
of Knesset has done this. In my opinion, there have for
some time been indirect negotiations between the PLO
and Israel.

[YEDI'OT AHARONOT] What is your opinion of
Rabin’s diplomatic initiative, as it was expressed in his
meeting with President Mubarak?

[Abu-’Ayyash] I believe that the political positions (not
the military measures) that Rabin is taking are different
from Rabin’s previous positions. Rabin now under-
stands that only diplomatic negotiations will bring about
a peaceful solution. The coming days will prove whether
Rabin will be one of the leaders in the Israeli Govern-
ment who will bring a conclusion to the conflict in the
region.

[YEDIOT AHARONOT] What positive points do you
find in Shamir’s plan?
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[Abu-’Ayyash] Shamir’s plan speaks only of elections,
without even clarifications about the techniques of these
elections. Therefore, many questions must be answered
in connection with it. If a declaration of intent will be
added to it, such as: land for peace, the right of self-
determination, security for all the peoples of the region,
it might be a good beginning for a comprehensive
settlement.

ALGERIA

Harassment of Citizens by Cairo Authority
Reported :

900A40219D Algiers EL MOUDJAHID
in French 11 Dec 89 p 24

[Article: “Arbitrary Deportation of Mr Sayf-al-Islam

From Cairo”]

[Text] On Saturday, the evening daily AL-MASA,
quoting a family source, reported that Cairo airport

authorities had detained Mr Sayf-al-Islam, director of
the Arabic Studies and Information Center, from
Wednesday to Friday evening, and finally deported him
to Syria.

Yet, Mr Zubayr Sayf-al-Islam holds an Algerian diplo-
matic passport and resides in Cairo.

Cairo airport authorities also prevented the first secre-
tary of the Algerian Embassy in Cairo from contacting
Mr Zubayr Sayf-al-Islam.

As is known, Mr Sayf-al-Islam, 60 and handicapped, was
coming back to Cairo after attending the FLN [National
Liberation Front] extraordinary congress.

On this occasion, AL-MASA learned that Algerians
residing in Cairo (students and others) are subject to
harassment by Cairo security authorities.

RCD Holds Southern Conference Prepatory to
Congress

900A40219F Algiers EL MOUDJAHID
in French 15-16 Dec p 5

[Article: “Southern Region Regional Conference”’]

[Text] The regional conference of the Rally for Culture
and Democracy (RCD) for the southern region of the
country was held on Friday at the El Djanoub hotel in
Ghardaia. Some 120 delegates had come from the gov-
ernorates of Illizi, Ouargla, Laghouat, and Ghardaia (the
delegates from Tamanrasset and Adrar were unable to
attend) to take part in the regional conference that took
place in an atmosphere of openness, in the presence of
Dr Saadi Said, RCD general secretary.

The regional conference, held in preparation for the first
national congress of the RCD, to be placed under the
motto “authenticity, modernity, equality,” was marked
by reports from delegates from the governorates, dealing
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with the general policy draft sent to the rank and file
three months ago and with other matters.

In a statement to the APS, Dr Saadi, RCD general
secretary, said that his party had not yet received any aid
from the State. The conference was made possible only
through party members’ sacrifices; he added: “It is
important that the state should know that the more
credible political formations there are, the more political
partners enjoying credibility with the population the
State will find, at a time when the essential part of
national life is at stake. - :

Dr Saadi also told the APS journalist that “the RCD
national congress to be held at the Nations Palace in
Algiers will gather some 1,000 delegates representing
22,000 organized party members.”

Giving his opinion on the results of the extraordinary
congress of the National Liberation Front [FLN], the
RCD general secretary stated that he “did not under-
stand why the FLN continues to behave as it does, as if
were still the only party on the national scene.”

RCD Congress Elects Executive Committee

900402178 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID
in French 28 Dec 89 p 24 : '

[Article from APS: “End of First Congress of the RCD
[Rally for Culture and Democracy]”]

[Text] The first congress of the Rally for Culture and
Democracy (RCD) opened Friday morning at the
Nations Palace in Algiers for two days and closed late
Saturday night in the traditional manner, i.e., with the
adoption of a platform and the election of a board of
directors.

The platform adopted is based on reports presented by
the 5 regions comprising the 46 governorates in which
the RCD is established (it has 22,700 members), on the
orientation report of the general secretary, Dr Said
Saadi, and on contributions made by the 1,000 partici-
pants to the congress—including 100 women—during
the plenary sessions. '

The platform, prepared by five commissions that had
been working nonstop behind closed doors since Friday
evening (general, economic, social, cultural, education,
and organic policies) confirms and expands on the RCD
foundations as enunciated when it was created on 9-10
February 1989.

The RCD wants to be a “social-democratic” party fully
integrated in the constitutional system created by the
Constitution of 23 February 1989. For the RCD, the
democratic system implies the respect of personal
freedom and human rights, equality between the sexes
and the creation of a climate of tolerance and convivi-
ality, sound political competition in the midst of democ-
racy and openness, and consolidation of the state based
on the rule of law. SRR
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The RCD’s originality resides in its clear-cut and daring
approach to the fundamental issues that are challenging
society as a whole. -

The RCD openly declares itself nonreligious but,
according to its own definition, in a way that aims to
strengthen religion. For the RCD, separating Islam from
politics is the only way to preserve the country’s unde-
niably Islamic character from the temptations of party
politics. '

Based on the principles of personal freedom and equality
between the sexes, the RCD is campaigning for the
implementation of equality between the sexes and has,
therefore, included work on the family code in its
platform.

Quite sensitive to matters of identity and culture, the
RCD claims that the “Amazigh” character of Algerian
society is one of its historical foundations, just as much
as its Islamic and Arab character. In this context, it
campaigns for the recognition of the tamazight language
as a national language, next to Arabic, which remains the
“official language.”

As a result of these postulates, the RCD approach to
education and vocational training consists in proposing
a complete overhaul of the school system in order to
raise its level and open it to what is universal, through
multilingualism and the promotion of a modern, com-
petitive, and secular curriculum.

As far as economic and social issues are concerned, the
RCD, which wants to comply with social-democratic
canons, advocates a free enterprise economy in which
the State and the private sector play complementary
parts in promoting progress with social justice and
material well-being for all while protecting the environ-
ment. The state is supposed to provide legal bases for the
market and to regulate it through economic laws and
strict controls. )

The RCD, whose first congress was placed under the
motto “casting anchor in the universe,” is calling for
economic openness through the creation of mixed cor-
porations and recourse to foreign capital, although stra-
tegic sectors in the national economy should remain
under State control.

[Box, p 24]

Dr Said Saadi Reelected General Secretary

Dr Said Saadi was reelected general secretary of the
Rally for Culture and Democracy by the 120 members of
the national council who had themselves been elected
shortly before by the participants at the congress.

The national council also elected the executive com-
mittee, consisting of 19 national secretaries taken among
members of the national council.

The voting system used to elect the national council, the
members of which are representatives elected in the

NEAR EAST ' - 25

governorates in proportion to the number of party mem-
bers, was left to the appreciation of governorate and
regional delegates; they voted either according to the
consensus or, failing a consensus, by secret ballot.

The Executive Committee

The executive committee issued from the national
council of the Rally for Culture and Democracy and
elected at the end of the congress, consists of 19 mem-
bers. : .

Tasks within the committee are distributed as follows:

General secretary: Said Saadi

Secretary to organic issues: Bacha Mustapha
Secretary to information: Ziani Hassan

Secretary to women’s condition: Chitour Yasmina
Secretary to education: Laib Mohamed

Secretary to culture: Mchenni Ferhat

Secretary to the universities: Ouarich Hassan
Secretary to the environment: Yamini Elisa
Secretary to vocational training: Belkater Tayeb
Secretary to social affairs: Kaci Moussa

Secretary to agriculture: Nouh Akmoune

Secretary to infrastrctures and resources: Ham-
mouche Mustapha

Secretary to the economy: Ait Chellouche Youcef
Secretary to emigration: Hamani Areski

Secretary to tourism: Talbi Abdelkader

Secretary to human rights: Baraka Malika

General administrative secretary: Hamoudi
Abdelkader

Youth secretary: Mahiou Fares

« Secretary in charge of relations with parties and State
institutions: Ait Larbi Mokrane.

Prospects for Change in FLN Discussed

Bouhara on Military, Openness

900401914 London AL-MAJALLAH
in Arabic 5 Dec 89 pp 28-29

[Interview with Abderrezak Bouhara, member of Exec-
utive Secretariat of Central Committee of FLN: “Major-
ity of Extraordinary Conference Will Reject Open Door
Policy”; Algiers, date not given; first three paragraphs
are AL-MAJALLAH introduction]

[Text] The extraordinary general conference of the Alge-
rian National Liberation Front Party [FLN] is now being
held in Algiers amid reports and information about
sharp disagreements between two main wings. The
reports also speak of a possible split that will turn the
ruling party into two parties. On the eve of this impor-
tant conference, AL-MAJALLAH met with two of the
most important figures of the two main currents to
clarify the facts of the crisis from which the FLN is
suffering. The first was Abderrezak Bouhara, a member
of the Executive Secretariat of the Central Committee of
the FLN; the second was former Minister of Industry
and Energy, Abdesslam Belaid, who is considered to
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have been one of the architects of the policy of former
Algerian President Houari Boumedienne, and who was
removed from his posts and from membership in the
Political Bureau about 10 years ago.

Bouhara asserts that ideological unity within the FLN
has been lost and that a split may occur at any moment;
Belaid hints that a multiparty system will end the FLN’s
role as a leading party.

The following conversation took place with Abderrezak
Bouhara:

[AL-MAJALLAH] The extraordinary conference that
the FLN is going to hold is being described as highly
critical. What is the agenda that the conference will
discuss?

[Bouhara] The sixth conference made a decision to
restructure the FLN so that the party would include
within its framework all opinions and tendencies and
would come to express the various political and social
currents in the country. This decision was never imple-
mented, because a few months later the Algerian people
approved the new constitution, which provided for a
multiparty system. Thus, our party was no longer alone
in the arena. This led the Central Committee to hold an
extraordinary session to study the new situation. The
result was a decision to hold an extraordinary general
conference. The main task of this conference will be to
establish a plan for operating in the new situation.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Questions are now being raised about
the scope of the FLN’s relation to power. After all these
developments, do you consider your party to be the
ruling party?

[Bouhara] The FLN was the sole party in the country
from independence in 1962 until approval of the recent
constitution, which provided for a multiparty system.
The FLN played a leadership role. I do not think that the
leadership throughout this period made any important
decisions outside the FLN. The FLN had a prominent
role in all decisions affecting the country and in all
treaties. However, I say in all frankness that only in the
first years of independence did the FLN as a political
organization play the role it was supposed to play. It
played an effective leadership role only in the years
immediately before 1965. After that date, for reasons I
think have been accepted, precedence was given to the
government and to building up its agencies and institu-
tions at the expense of the party. However, after a certain
time—specifically, in the years 1972 and 1973—the late
Boumedienne began to raise the need to obtain popular
support and began to emphasize that continuity was not
possible by administrative and military agencies alone.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Is it true that the FLN ruled only a
few months after independence—that power left its
hands, and that it remained only a legal cover for
government actions, as some say?
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[Bouhara] That is true. However, after the fourth con-
ference—i.e., after 1979—sincere attempts were made,
and decisions came to be made on the basis of FLN
directives. However, decisionmaking power, even
regarding the FLN’s internal affairs, remained in the
hand of government agencies. This is a weak point to be
recorded against the front and its internal situation. For
the front to exercise a leadership role in fact requires that
it enter a political battle even within the regime’s agen-
cies. The front as a political organization ought to have
embarked upon a battle to impose its positions and ideas
on other agencies. One must call attention to the fact that
political decisions were made in the name of the front
and its agreement and support, even if the front was not
exercising power as a political organization.

The choices the country was following, particularly
during the Boumedienne administration, expressed the
people’s aspirations. At that time, they were correct
choices to win the battle of development and defend
national independence. I think the people’s choice
rejected any “liberal” direction. When our party was the
only party, everything was satisfactory. Now, however,
with constitutional backing for a multiparty system, we
must end the previous kind of relationship between the
party and government.

[AL-MAJALLAH] This opinion of yours seems to be at
variance with many viewpoints, even within the FLN.
Some believe that the FLN has played its role and ought
to dissolve itself and be transformed into many parties,
according to the ideas and directions within it.

[Bouhara] I have heard these ideas. Some say that the
FLN’s historical role has ended. Some say that the FLN
should divide into parties. Words are one thing; what
will actually happen is something else, for within the
FLN there are men, an organization, charters, and
policy. There are those who say that the FLN lost its
legitimacy on 5 October 1988. We, however, say that this
is not true: there may be a rejection of FLN actions, but
there is no rejection of the FLN as a single party in the
country. There is criticism of the political system gener-
ally and of the actions of this system, and there are strong
and harsh criticisms of actions carried out by govern-
ment agencies and by some officials in these agencies in
the name of the FLN or in the name of a regime that
claimed to be the FLN’s regime. Citizens do not care
whether there is a single party or several parties. What
they care about is participation in governance, that
elections be free, that they be able to speak without
restrictions, and that they have some kind of surveillance
over the agencies of the government. The practice of
democracy does not depend on the question of a single
party or a multiparty system. It is as possible to practice
democracy in a one-party system as it is in a multiparty
system. There are countries with a multiparty system,
but where there is no democracy.

Revolution Devoured Its Own Children

[AL-MAJALLAH] There is an old saying that the revo-
lution is like a cat that devours its own kittens. Some
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people think the Algerian revolution has devoured its
own children—that its best leaders and officials have
come to be outside the framework, watching events from
a distance, while the revolution has not been able to win
the new generations. What is your opinion?

[Bouhara] This is true. Large purges indeed took place at
various times. Nevertheless, despite all the losses that
emerged, especially at the leadership level, the important
thing is that there has been continuity at all levels. In
1965 there was a great change: Ben Bella was removed
from power and Boumedienne came. But the line
remained the same: for this experiment is not the prop-
erty of Ben Bella, or of Boumedienne, or of Chedli; it is
a people’s experiment in the full sense of the word. It has
roots. Those who intend to change it have not and will
not be able. They will be forced to go along with the
general and historic direction in Algeria.

There is a weak point in the FLN. We admit it. The front
led the generations until immediately after indepen-
dence, but was unable to reach the new generations to
transmit the message to them. We admit that our polit-
ical performance in subsequent periods was weak, par-
ticularly in the universities.

[AL-MAJALLAH] At the party’s last gathering, you
addressed an invitation to'some major personalities who
have long remained on the sidelines watching events
from outside—Mohamed Saleh Yahiyaoui, Abdesslam
Belaid, and Abdelaziz Bouteflika. Have these and others
been invited to this conference?

{Bouhara] At the Central Committee’s recent meetings,
we decided to send an invitation to attend the conference
not only to those who participated in the gathering you
mentioned, but to all leadership members who played
roles in the FLN from 1954 to the present.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Including Ahmed Ben Bella and Ait
Ahmed [Hocine]?

[Bouhara] There was one condition to this invitation. It
would not be extended to those who had left the FLN
framework and formed their own parties; for it is not
possible for a person not belonging to the FLN to attend
the party conference. '

[AL-MAJALLAH] Did the former head of the Algerian
provisional government,- Benkhedda, attend the pre-
vious gathering?

[Bouhara] No, he did not attend. I think he has formed
his own party.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Current talk on the Algerian scene
about the conference indicates the existence of two blocs.
The first, led by Yahiyaoui, rejects the open door and the
new policy. The other is moderate and insists upon the
open door policy and pluralism. Do you expect a clash
between these two blocs? .

[Bouhara) The overall composition of the conference is
varied. I can state that the prevailing tendency is the
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traditional one of the front. This means that the confer-
ence will hold to the National Charter, the socialist
option, and continuation of the experiment. It will
utterly reject any rupture with the past. It will decisively
reject any “liberal” direction. The open-door tendency
and the call for “liberalism” will be present, but it is a
weak tendency and will not have the majority. This
tendency proclaims the need for us to be realistic. It says
that socialism has not achieved success, that the
National Charter has failed as an official charter and as
content, and that we must now move toward what they
call “social justice.” However, the holders of this
opinion have not clarified what this social justice is.
Socialism and capitalism are well-known political con-
cepts, but “social justice” is not well understood. I think
what they mean by this expression is the open door
policy. '

[AL-MAJALLAH] Is it an open door policy that employs
the same method that former Egyptian President Anwar
al-Sadat followed?

[Bouhara] Yes, that is exactly what they want. It is an
open-door current. It advocates opening the doors to
foreign capital and its influence and dealing with the
IMF without restriction or condition. They are ready to
accept all the conditions of the World Bank.

[AL-MAJALLAH] If the strict tendency prevails, will
there be a change of ministry? Will a new government be
formed from the same tendency?

[Bouhara] I cannot say as of now what decisions the
conference will make. However, I think the period after
the conference will need a strong, credible leadership.

[AL-MAJALLAH] At the government level, or at the
front level?

[Bouhara] I am talking about the front. It needs a strong,
credible leadership able to impose its political line on all
the executive agencies and on the government.

Parliament and Open Door Policy

[AL-MAJALLAH] If that is the case, may there not be a
confrontation between the front and parliament, espe-
cially since a majority of its members are for the open
door policy?

[Bouhara] This is something new to me. I do not believe
that the majority in parliament are for “liberalism.”

[AL-MAJALLAH] Some political party and FLN circles
say that the majority in parliament are for the open door
policy.

[Bouhara] That is not true. The majority of National
Assembly members are committed to the FLN line and
opposed to the open door policy.

[AL-MAJALLAH] What about the demand that the
president of the republic be for all political parties and
forces, and not a monopoly of the FLN?
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[Bouhara] Since under the new constitution there will be
a number of candidates for the post of president, we as a
party will name our own candidate for the presidency.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Will this president remain head of the
party, or will he be for all Algerians and all parties?

[Bouhara] The debate in the conference will concentrate
on this question. There are leadership posts and posi-
tions in the party. There is the general secretary, the
Political Bureau, and the Central Committee. Therefore,
the question will be whether it is necessary for the party
to have a president or not. If the answer is yes, we will
discuss the body that will elect the president: Is it to be
the convention, the Central Committee, or the Political
Bureau? Afterwards, it will be necessary to define the
powers of this president. We believe that in the new stage
a conflict of responsibilities and powers must be
avoided.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Will the president, regardless of
names, be responsible to the FLN, parliament, or to the
people who elected him? - ‘

[Bouhara] I personally am against coupling the leader-
ship position in the front and responsibility for the
position of head of state. '

[AL-MAJALLAH] Do you mean that ydu are against
having the president of the republic remain president of
the front?

[Bouhara] Yes. We think that from now on the president
of the republic must not have executive responsibilities
within the front. , :

[AL-MAJALLAH] You say that the Algerian army is the
army of liberation and an arm of the FLN. On the other
hand, the new constitution forbids military men from
engaging in politics and entering political parties. How
do you reconcile these things?

[Bouhara] We believe that correct thought, be it political
or otherwise, is capable of reaching any place and any
person. Thus, if the front’s policy is sound, it will
certainly reach officers and soldiers.

[AL-MAJALLAH] You are a former officer in the liber-
ation army. Do you agree that an officer should be tried
if he is caught attending an FLN meeting or distributing
an FLN communique?

[Bouhara] This matter depends on the law that the
National Assembly approves. If the National Assembly
approves this, everyone must obey.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Doesn’t this mean that the front has
lost its most important organ, the army? ’

[Bouhara] That is correct. Howeéver, all army cadres are
composed of officers affiliated with the front, and this is
a great guarantee. This applies to the administration and
security departments. The new constitution imposes this
formula upon us. If it allowed the FLN to work within
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these sensitive bodies, it would have to give the other
parties the same right, and this would be very dangerous.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Supposing that the minority in the
conference does not abide by the decisions of the
majority, is there a fear that the front may divide into
two parties, as is being rumored?

[Bouhara] We hope that we shall not arrive at a division.
There cannot be an FLN party and also the FLN—either
there is an FLN party, or there is the FLN. If the
minority refuses to fall in line with the opinion of the
majority, it ought to depart once and for all, because the
FLN has an inheritance and a past. We are making
strenuous efforts to avoid a split. That is why we have
decided to give the minority an opportunity to remain
within the structures of the front and to express its
opinions about all matters within these structures. In the
past, the minority used to leave the leadership bodies.
From now on, the minority, whatever its orientation and
opinion, will remain present in all leadership structures.
We will entrench political pluralism and the coexistence
of ideas within the FLN.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Normally, when political parties con-
front a crisis like the one the FLN is facing, they turn to
mutual adjustments and concessions. Will you turn to
the same thing in your conference? o

[Bouhara] I think every political action demands this.
The period makes it incumbent upon us to preserve the
unity of the front, because we are facing big problems on
the political, economic, and social level. We miust there-
fore exert all our efforts for consensus and harmonizing
all opinions. Then, if we reach a dead end, and separa-
tion becomes unavoidable, we must separate by mutual
consent. I am revealing no secret when I say that there is
no ideological unity within the front and that political
unity has been lost. Therefore, the most we can reach is
agreement on a temporary program of action around
which everyone can rally on the ground that the various
forces and tendencies have the right to organize them-
selves within the front.

Ideological and political unity exist at the base level, but
they do not exist at the leadership level. The disagree-
ment is limited to the leadership level.

Belaid Discusses Party System

900A0191B London AL-MAJALLAH
in Arabic 5 Dec 89 pp 30-31

[Interview with Abdesslam Belaid, former minister of
industry and power, by Salih Qallab in Algiers: “Multi-
party System Aims To Convince Algerians To Withdraw
From FLN”; date not given; first two paragraphs are
AL-MAJALLAH introduction] ’

[Text] Abdesslam Belaid is one of the main figures of the
so-called Boumedienne period that lasted some 12 years.
He was the real architect of economic policy in Algeria
during that period. He held the posts of minister of
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industry and power and minister of light industry, in
addition to membership in the Political Bureau of the
FLN [National Liberation Front]. Now he is one of the
main old leaders who have come to attend the extraor-
dinary general convention and who are defending the
front’s role and rejecting the open door policy. They
have great reservations about a multiparty system.

Belaid said many things during the conversation with
him. He defended the period of former Algerian Presi-
dent Houari Boumedienne. The following is the text of
the conversation:

[AL-MAJALLAH] Do you consider yourself in the oppo-
sition or in the government?

{Belaid] In brief, I ain a member of the FLN.
[AL-MAJALLAH] But the FLN is the ruling party.

[Belaid] It is indeed the ruling party, but even within the
ruling party there are normally some opposing views.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Does that mean that we can consider
you a wing that is not in control of power?

[Belaid] I am not a wing in power, even though I am a
member of the FLN.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Then you are a wing in the FLN?

[Belaid] Yes, a wing in the FLN, or, rather, a militant
individual in the FLN. I do not agree with many things
that for a time have been happening in the front.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Your attendance, along with
Mohamed Saleh Yahiyaoui and Abdelaziz Bouteflika, at
the recent cadres’ meeting raised many questions. Can
one say that the figures of the vanguard have returned to
the FLN after a long interruption?

[Belaid] That, in any case, is merely an interpretation.
What really happened is that we received invitations to
attend the meeting and responded. Then we spoke, and
people viewed the matter as they wished.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Would you have attended had an
invitation been extended to you previously?

[Belaid] Naturally. This is the first time since I left my
positions that I have been invited to attend a meeting. I
was a member of the Political Bureau and the Central
Committee. 1 was removed from these posts, but I
remained a member of the base. I remained silent and
refrained from speaking, until a situation came in which
it was possible to speak.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Some people link the invitation to
you with the events of October, the removal of
Mohamed Cherif Mesaadia from the party leadership,
and the new open door policy. Is this linkage correct?
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[Belaid] I do not think so. The one link is that our
invitation came as a result of what happened in October.
Certainly, however, it has no connection with personal-
ities. , : ‘

Abolition of the Front

[AL-MAJALLAH] Some believe that attempts are being
made to end the FLN’s role and abolish the front; others
say that the current attempts are to strengthen the front’s
role and reinvigorate it, as indicated by the fact that you
and the other leaders whose careers span several gener-
ations have been invited to attend -the extraordinary
conference. What is your opinion? -

[Belaid] Many things are being said. For us, the FLN is
the general national current that paved the way for the
revolution, led the revolution, and achieved indepen-
dence. For others, it is the official ruling structure. We
believe there is a difference between the front’s official
leadership and its base, which is a nationalist base and
broadly on the side of the people’s interests. We believe
that since the death of Boumedienne—since the eighties,
that is to say—there has been a deviation from the
front’s overall course, which was realizing social justice
and abolishing the disparities between persons not
according to the Marxist or communist method, but
according to our own experiment. Personally, I believe
that the problems the country is now experiencing are a
result of this deviation.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Our specific question is whether your
invitation to attend the extraordinary conference means
an attempt to revive the role of the FLN.

[Belaid] I cannot explain decisions I did not participate
in making. I have no contacts with the brothers in the
leadership. I therefore do not know exactly what were the
real reasons that led them to extend these invitations.
What I hear is that some officials in the front are trying
to unify the front and to invite the officials who were
removed from their posts years ago, while other officials
are against this approach. I believe that President Chedli
Bendjedid, as became evident in his interview with the
newspaper AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, is not very enthu-
siastic about this. On the basis of certain phenomena and
evidence, I believe there are attempts to abolish the FLN
as a political movement. Among these phenomena are
some steps that have been taken to abolish what the front
has done, steps such as repealing the 1976 National
Charter and abandoning socialist principles. Some
people advocate considering Algeria to be an ordinary

- country, the Algerian revolution notwithstanding.

[AL-MAJALLAH] In your opinion, would it be easy to
abolish the role of the front?

[Belaid] The front has been held responsible for all the
problems that now exist. There are attempts to persuade
citizens that this front is the cause of the current crises.
I believe the aim of establishing the multiparty principle
is to convince Algerians to withdraw from the front and
move in other directions.
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[AL-MAJALLAH] But all indications are that the front

has lost its previous reputation. Isn’t that so?

[Belaid] One must not forget that popular circles believe
that the government is the front. We must admit the
existence of a gap between the upper echelons and
popular circles. The main problem that now faces the
country is that the popular base lacks confidence and
faith in the leadership. In any case, while this leadership
exists in the name of the front, we do not think it really
is so. We believe that the front consists of those popular
militants who represent old values and an old tendency.

Base Displeased

[AL-MAJALLAH] Are you for separating the presidency
of the republic from the front, in the sense that the
president would not rule in the name of the FLN?

[Belaid] The president now rules in the name of the
front, and he entered the presidential election in its
name. The demonstrations that took place in October
and at other times therefore held the front responsible on
the assumption that the government was the front’s
government. Here I must say that the position of the
FLN’s popular base is the position of the people them-
selves. It is a base that is displeased with everything
taking place in its name.

[AL-MAJALLAH] As representing a certain direction,
what are the steps you are considering taking to improve
the state of the FLN and return it to its old positions?

[Belaid] There are attempts—I am speaking in my own
name—but there is no definite program. Personally, I
have no contact with any other group. I think the base
must appoint all officials democratically. I think a return
to the 1976 charter is needed, making the required
changes to it so that it fits the new developments. In
general, I think the front should announce its separation
from the current government, so as to regain public
confidence and its former role.

[AL-MAJALLAH] Do you mean that the front should
enter parliamentary elections on its own and without
regard to its being the ruling party?

[Belaid] What I mean is that in its conferences and
meetings the front must take positions through which it
makes clear that it is a front that opposes the present
government.

[AL-MAJALLAH] As one of the old leaders, do you
think it possible for a body to rule in Algeria without
relying on the FLN?

[Belaid] If free elections take place at this time, while the
front is passing through a per